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My dear Countrymen, . .,.,.,,. 

HEN we fee the country ws 
live in, where agricuhure, ele- 
gant and beneficial improve- 
ments, philofophy, and all the 
liberal arts and fciences have 
been nourilhed and ripened to a degree of per- 
feftion, aftoriilhing to mankind -, where wifdom 
Mid found policy have even fuftained their due 
authority, Icept the licentious in awe, and rcn- 
' dered them fubfcrvient to tJieir own, and the- 
public welfare ; and where Tfreedom, peace and 
order, have always triumphed over thofe enemies 
ft) human -happinefs, oppreflion and licentiouf- 
nefs;" now; governed bj' the barbarian rule o£ 
frantic folly, and lawlefs ambition.:- When we' 
fee freedom of fpeech fupprefled, the liberty and 
fecrecy of the prefs deftroyed, the voice of truth 
filenced : , A lawlefs power eftablifhed through- 
out the colonies, forming laws for the govern- 
ment of their conduct, depriving' men of their 
natural rights, and infliifting penalties moreTe- ' 
vere than death itielf, upon a difobediencc to their 
edicl:s, to which the conftitutional magiftraCy, ia 
fome places by force, and in others willingly, 
fubmit : — The property of the fubjeft arbitrari- 
ly, and without law, taken from him, in pur- 
fuance of thofe edifts : — When, under their in- 
fluence, America is arming in the eafl: and weft, 
A again ft 
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figainft the parent ftate : — I fay, when we fee the 
colonics, needlefdy^ and while the path to their 
fafety and happinefs is plain, and open before 
them ; thus pulhing on with precipitation and 
madnefs,' in the high road of fedition and re-' 
bellion, which riiuft ultimately terminate in tlieir 
tnifery aniruin : It is the duty of every man of 
the leaft abilities, to try to reclaim tlicm from 
their folly, and favc tllerp from deftruftion, be- 
fore it be too late,— *^With this defign I ^m rc- 
folved to review the moft important cpntroyerfy, 
that ever was agitated between a ftate and its' 
members ^ in hope, that my countrynpen, toa 
long feduced froni .their true intereft, by falfe 
tho' fpecious arguments, will, at length, liften- 
to reafon an^ truth, and purfue thofe meafures 
only, which lead tcytheir fafety and happinefs. 

In a controversy of fo great moment, it is of 
the firft importance to afcertain the ftandard by 
which it ought to be decided^ This being un- 
fettled, the merits can never be determined, nor 
any juft decilion formed. Hence it is, that we 
have feen all the American writers on the fub- 
jefty adopting untenable prmcipley, and thence 
rearing, the moft^wild and chimerical fuperftruc- 
tures^ Some of them have fixed on, as a fource 
from whence ta, draw American Right, " th« 
*' laws of God and nature,'' the common rights 
©f mankind, " and Anterican charters." Others 
findino; that the claims of the colonies could not 
be fupported upon thofe pillars^ have racked 
their inventions to find out diftindtions, which 
ftever exifted, nor can exift, in reafon pr common 
fcnfe : A diftinftion between a right in parlia- 
tk^ntt to leg.iflate for the colonies,, and a right to- 
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t3x them — between internal and external t^'^^ 
tion — and between taxes laid for the regulatioo 
of trade, and for the purpofe of revenue. - And 
after alt of them have been fully confldered^ 
even the authors themfelves, finding that they 
have conveyed no fatisfaftory idea to the intelli- 
gent mind, either of the extent of parliamentary 
authority, or of the rights of America, have ex- 
ploded them, and taken new ground, which will 
be found equally indefenfible, I fliall not at- 
tempt to account for a conduft which muft ap- 
pe'ir fo ftrange, when it i$ confidered, that the 
lubjeft itfelf naturally, and familiarly, led to the 
qnlyjufl: and proper mean$ of deciding it. It is 
a difpute between the fupreme authority of the 
lUte, and ^"number'of its members, refpedling 
its fupremacy, aind tiieir conftij:utional rights. 
What other fource to draw them from, or flan- 
dard tp decide them by, can reafon point out. 
but the principles of government in general, and 
of that conftitution m particular, where both 
are to be found, defined and eftablifbed ? Who- 
ever fearches for them elfewhcre, will fearch for 
them in vain, and ever confound the fubjecfl, 
perplex himfelf, and bewilder the reader. 

In order then to afcertain the conftitutional 
CTtent of parliamentary authority j to determine 
whether the colonies are menfibcrs of the Britifli 
(late; and if they are, to mark out their jufi: 
rights, and to .'propofe a l-emedy to reconcile 
them, upon principles of government and libcr- 
ty ; it is neceffary, firft, to delineate thofe [.riii- 
ciples, which ar* efftntiah in the conftitution of 
all focieties, and particularly in that of the 
gritifli government. 

A 2 Th^r^: 
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There is no pofition more firmly eftabliflied,^ 
}n the conduft of mankind, Than that there ^ul}: 
|be in every ftate a fupreme legiflative authority, 
'juniverfal in its extent, over every niember. This 
truth, the principles upon which all governments 
■from the earlieft ages have been eftablifhed, uni^ 
formly demonftrate. This truth, the authority 
of all authors of credit will ever fupport,,— rThi^ 
truth, the nature and reafon of civil locieties .will 
for ever evince. Tully gives -us this definition of 
gover^rncnt, . " Multiiudo juris confenfu et Aiti- 
*' litatis .. communione ibciata. • A multitude of 
*' people uniteJ together by a communion of in- 
:^^ cerefts, •andcom^Kon laws to which shey allfubmit 
V zvith one accord'* Mr. Locke tells .us, that ",the 
*^ SltQ: fundamental pqfilivejaw of all common- 
*^ wealths is, the eftablifhing I he legiflative pGv;er, 
This legiflative is not only . the fupreme power 
cf the cGmmoJt'Wealth \ but is facred and vunal- 
terable in the hands where the xpmmunity 
have placed it." : And in another place, he 
.^ys, f' there c^iVihthMtont fupreme power ^ which 
'*' IB the kgifktive^ to which all the refl are, .anc^ 
*' mv>?i:ht^fubordinate'* ' The judicious BurU- 
rmaqui, in treating of ^ the eflential conftitutipn 
of itates, and of the manner in which, they, are 
ibrmed, declares that in forming a fociety, " it 
-^ 's neceflary to unite forever the wills of all the 
members in fuch a manner, .that from that time 
jo: vy^ard they Ihould never defire but one and 
the fame things in whatever relates to the end 
V mi purpofe of, fociety. It is afterwards ne- 
^' cefTiry, to eftablilh 2i fupreme power ^ fupported 
*^ by t!ie ftrength of the whole body. That it 
*^ is from this union of wills andfirength^ that the 
"1 , ; ... " hody. 
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*^ body politk^ er Jiate^ r^fults \ znd without it ^c 
could never conceive a civil fociety. That the ^ 
ftate is confidered as a body, or moral perfon, 
*' of which the Sovereign is the chief head, and 
" the fubje£l'S are the members,''^ And afterwards, 
in another part he fays, ^' The Hate is a body^ 
or fociety, animated by one foui^ which direfts 
all its motions y and. makes all its members a£t af- 
ter a confiant and uniform manner^ with a view 
to one and the fiime tnd^ namely the public uti-^ 
lity^'' And in another chapter, fpeaking of 
the characters of iovereignty, its modifications 
and extent, lie avers, " that iR every govern- 
ment there fhould be fuch ^. fupr erne power ^ is 
a point abfolutely necejfary •, the very nature 
" of the thing requires it; otherwife it is impof- 
^' J^^^c for it to fubfift. I'hat th^s power is that 
^' from which all others flow^ it being a fupreme 
*' and independent power-, that is, a power that 
•'judges finally of v/h2Ltevcr i% fufceptible of hu- 
^' man direSfion^ and relates to the welfare and 
'^ advantage of fociety," And Acherleyy in his 
treatife on the Britannic conftitution, proves with 
great ftrength of argument, " That xht fupreme 
. " power in every government and nation, is the 
^^ ' legiflative power of making and altering thofe 
*' laws of it, by which every man is to be bounds 
*' and to which he is to yield obedience.^* 

The evidence of all other authors of credit, 
even of thofe the rhoft attached to republican 
forms of govcrnrnepirt, might be adduced, to de- 
monftrate the fame truths -, but this muft be un- 
neceflary, when we refer to ftie forms of all civi- 
lized focietics, whether monarchical, ariftocrati- 
cal, democratical, or mixed -^ and there find a 
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fovcreign legiQarjrc cftabliftice, to which it if 
the duty of rcery member umfcrmly to yield cht- 
dience. A due attention to thii univert'al prin- 
ciple, which feems too firmly fettled to be fliak- 
CM by any fophiftical diftinclions, would have 
faved the American writers from all their nu- 
merous abfurdities. It would havefhe^n them, 
that the legiflative authority in every govern- 
ment mufl: of neceflity be equally Jupr erne cv^r ell 
its mtrtibcrs. — ^That to divide this Supremacy, by 
allov/ing it to exift in fome cafes, and not in all, — 
over a part of the members, and not the whole, — 
is to weaken and confound the operations of the 
fyftem, and to fubvert the very end and pur- 
pofe for v^hich it was formed; in as much as the 
vigour and ftrength of every machine, whether 
mechanical or political, mull depend upon the 
confiftency of its parts, and their correlpcnding 
obedience to the fupreme aSing fewer: And x 
would have (hewn that there can be no alter- 
native ; either the colonies muft be confidered as 
complete members of the ftate, or fo many dif- 
tinft communities, in a ftate of nature, as inde^ 
perdant of ir, as Hanover, France, or Spain. 

That there is fuch a fupreme power eftablilhed 
in the Britifh fociety, wh'ch has from the time 
of its origin, exercifed this univerfal authority 
over all its members, will not be denied. But 
where it is lodged; what are its modifkaticns -, 
and what are the powers fubordinate to it, i3 a 
ncceflary enquiry. It will lead us to thofe prin- 
cipfcs which muft decide many important quef- 
tirons in this gre* controverfy ; and in particu- 
lar point out tke abfurdity, in thte colonifts, when 
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Ifiey acknowledge allegiance to the King^ and de- 
ny obedience to the. laws of parliament. 

The government of Great-Britain is of a par- 
ticular kind./ There is none now in the world* 
like it. It is of a mixed form, compofed partly' 
of the principles o£ a monarchy, ariftocl-acy, and 
democracy ; and yet cannot with propriety bef 
defcribed, by the name of either of them. Irrf 
fupreme legiflative head is lodged in the King, 
Lords and Commons. To their authority every 
other power of the ftate is fubordinate, and eve- 
ry member muft yield full and perfeft obedience. 
Thefc three branches conftituting but one fu- 
preme politic head, their power is equal and con- 
current ; their joint affent being neceffary to the 
validity ot every aft of legiflation. So that even 
in this department of the ftate^ which is the 
higheftandfirft in order, theKihg is not fupreme; 
being, only one of three equal in power. It can- 
not therefore be to the King, as legiflator, that 
the colonifts owe obedience and allegiance ; be- 
caufe he has no fuch complete, independent ca- 
pacity; he is not, by the conftitution, a legiflator, 
but only a part of one ; and to fubmit .to the 
power of a party and not to the whole^ is too great 
an abfurdity for men of fenfe to adopt. 

But as the legiflature does not always cxiflf, 
it could avail ^ little, without fome power to fu- 
perintend the execution of its regulations. The 
appointment of a reprefentative of the whole 
ftate, to fee that its laws ape duly carried into 
execution, was abfolutely riecxfiary. Tlie King 
is that reprefentativc ; and as fuch is vefted witU 
the executive power of the Britifn governments 
Buo diis power is a fubordinate one, and pcrpc- 
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tualiy liable to the alterations andcohtroul of tli^ 
fupremc kgifl^ive authority ;. whofc will, enabled 
into laws, is the folc guide and rule of its ac- 
tions, Mr. Locke tells us, that the King ** is 
*^ to be confidered, as the image, phantom , or 
" reprefentative. of the common wealthy and by the 
*5 will of the fociety declared in its lawSy dfad thus 
•' has no will, Tw.power^ but that ^af the law.^^ 

To him, «► in this reprefentative capacity^ and 
as fupreme executor pf the laws, made by a 
joint power of Hm and others j the oaths of aJle*, 
giance are taken ; and by him, that obedience in 
the fubjefts to the laws, which intitle theto to 
prqtedion in their perfons and properties, is re- 
ceived. Is it then t® him^ as reprefentative of 
theftate, and executor of its laws, that the Ame^; 
ritans profefs their ^aldegianee?. This cannotbe^ 
becaufe it would be owning an-obediencc to the . 
laws of the . ftate which he reprefents, and is 
bound to execute, and of which they uniform- 
ly deny the force and obligation. Hence thclc 
profeffions arie not made to him either in his le- j 
giflative, or. executive, capacities; but yet it 
fcems they are made to the King. And into this 
diftindion^ which is nowhere to be found, either 
in the conftitution of the government, in reafon 
or common fenfe, the ignorant and thoughtlefs ,' 
have been deluded ever fince the pafling of the ;' 
ftamp-aft, and they have reftcd fatisfied with it 
without the leaft examination •, for we find it in 
all the refolves and petitions of the American 
aflemblies, town ijjiectings, provincial commit- - 
te<^s, and even in the proceedings of the conti- 
.nental congrcfe. And fuch have been the un- 
happy 
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j^^iceS iniAmeri^, who ha^o^ tiaten the^ oaths' to 
the Britilh government, rcfolutely oppofing^ the 
«iee6uitea w^dtofe* VciPf iaWs^ ^icH thfijrlmvc 
iWopn toc^ and exe^cutte; and tlTus> unwittihg^ 

mt' mmrt tc^oHm^ ^^ u^VerttorB" oF tehb regned 

diiita6^i04 ^v4k;n 1* i^ them^K- tb» acknew^ 

^gmen^imtf<^ tel^tIi@iBfig, in hi^^ pdlitit (jk^ 

idty, a9 King' of G^t^^Bf-itain^, or <^9Ar£»rii6^ 

-Ifto'him invito fir% kinclud^H^prdMti^of^dbei^ 

dfenwtl^ i?lieBHtill^'l^i««S- ftsrfi ffiall'ttitorc'lft^ 

pfOire hcheaft^ri - ' ff r in ^ fecond^ ^i King df . 

Ai^fierita^ whcM^dtdihi^airameM^ttttld, anS by 

v^om was it confcWcj*? WheftT'^^^rieerdWiicd?? 

i^n' tHecontrauyiiAs^he rkM^ irtraH^bl^ defried the 

•^cilfencft fltf^ny^foch capacity inf hiin^' byart uni- 

ibrm condli*, i** ^rtinrghis- aitthoirity^ to'COie* 

Invhi^' rcprcfentatdve capacity, th^- Kkig Mb 

:tk^s the gr^t' feal, of the-^l of tfte ifot!b, i^iii 

'hfts-rigik^ to affl^ it- ti^^l4^^ofiik^;\^\^t\}rt^ 

atfd lach as he^s- ihipd'^red tO di)^ 4>y^hi^ pi^* 

rogative; mST^matiieri Heliasal(b cer-tirihtpit* 

rogatiyes^ vinhifch are defined-' and ]Miown« By 

vone^of them he h^ i^ight^ under the great ieal-; to 

i'iotm any circle t)f^ tcmtory^ ^thin chisradtli^ 

~^d the- ftibje<Sis« on if^ into- inf^ior* bodies pp« ^ 

' litic, and to mOl tltem with >^ - j^wer • to* o^e 

^ knumeipal }awsy fbr* the* pegula^n of' its internal 

' police, fa ^a!^ asit relates to the welfkre ofi that 

circle only : B^t by no* meanstoidifohapge them 

' from their obedience to^the Aipremc tegiDtttite 

•a\Khority, Becaufd thi^ wovtld be- to^weakm, 

'!dKfinembei^^Ad^n'ri coai* 

B traty 
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f^y:|ffrt^»Jftt«!PW^<y,-w*i«sK- the* prcregativc; 
y«$cd ciftfliiiwj! 'SaBMEly,. ttie. .public jjood/ and 

-viftfaving i!hu$,€ft$Wi<h^d;$hc. flsc^ty £^ a fu- 

:pj?fme.kgiflatiy<i;a«tlK)i?ity ii) cv^eiy g^vcmmea^ 
^4 fhewath^ iii> an ;efl«5«|ial ■ principle iathp 
JEn^ifl^ ift^tf^ andjcxplaincid fuch other par t& of 
i^.cOHJ{titv|t:tqn[aSfafep90^^-to m^.^wcp^iH 
Xp^jis next eiiquif^ wh«t»«)fL<Jie o^paies ot-rigjf 
«|c:fHfimbi?^.Qf t^ %6e»,or $> many uidepeA- 
4flStcpmn!|u|ji|if itto 4:ft*t(t ^ itat»r(e„with refpc^t 
^i)9rj^. ,Ivor,if€Riig?s» l«5^ftatiVfe;aqth«rity- c(»^^- 
^^ntf ;in ay jcaftvj.wfhpttfc^vgf jVever rcyery men^M;, 
og pieficffOTyi. inriijvw)!; ge^iWijati. the ^l^^s 
•j^^ft ftan$l;m ^tvfjer.^thw ^j^Hefe prc%apfK»ts. 
3fi;T'hfl lvv^tJ»p!a»:^f?jbkh;tbe,!?<^ies aEffifft^ 
.Jifttejdmi^flE-Ttj^ ^jtjnfidwed* tag; they .dEfttly^affj^ >^- 
.|bsrj4ircpy?FQ4i«rjCpaqu^«dtcrrkories. ■:, Ja^j- 
thcr cafe tlse.-figfektr'Qf property is j^ th^Ilatt, ^ug- 
^«^ the'liceii<ie,<rfo.'avH^Ofky.ef which they ,yere 
t|ifcove?fd,^f i©0Rt!i§tfed»'j J:.h:is -property b^ 
,^ed in !tto/t^e»;:iv)!.f«l^(S^; can |awfuily-i«»«r 
.^ftpjon, . .afid ^©Jpciatp. ^. part of it to. bis pwn 
-^ . ^^thJDlwt ft.TQOiaiJTifion or grant 4roi9 the in?- 
vi|iedia« xT^rsf^tftU^e l^r |^t .puijjpfe. ■ Hence 
oiwj; find J in $hf ibiiftftri^^i ^aU civilized ftate^ 
^iii^;^ rfie cftrtigftr ages to- jchi? • day, -the heads, 
^^jKprel^rvaitavssf c£aU g<>y<srm«cnts, diflyibup- 
akigi fuf:h;W«i»,sfey.fp«cial grants* among -thear 
I^opie,.wh© Ji*>flX«>ry ipftance which hiftory ^- 
:.f^d#, ftUl:j-#)tairtitbQ ^^tjs* :pr-,li^je<as..: And 
ntfetft is no .paftiioa :b^^tv; ^j^bii^^, fe-t^e 
3fiGa^cc;.asd.^%<Et «f all ^sifi?ies* ibai* tb^i<i?hffe 
»rtbft».b3«<9t jresaoycR .from ^)pepa|t of the . Itpn? W|y 

V;31J f. *^ 
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•His" jpiilftrcal rigKts' ttnd duties^ rfiftStf'^is ^ftir ;l 
^ui! Inhere thfe fubjbft of onb tfate remoyds to the 
Xtfni^YofsLhQ^tjriRnd fettles there, KispolRI- 
caA rights and dW4^Sf ane diatfged- from thofe o£ 
the ftate from whence he rjemovcd,. to thol^'fif 
"tHfe ft^tfer'uhdfcr which he icttles, * and from which 
Ti^lr^deivds'pVbtciStlon. *No pdrfon 'acquaiiitccl 
'i;^f}tti*politic^S5^ <rf praftltt of fbcicties, ^ 
.thtft refpefts^'^Wlll affert the contrary, .What 
theli; are the- cirgiiWftanGes ©f America i Unc[tr 
'^^^t' authority wife 'it difcovcred? 'What was 
thHntent of the d?fct)very-? By whom, and uri- 
'dw^wharauthdrttj^^has it beeii fettlfed?" A dc<n. 
libfi <*f tHcfe'quefti6ttirwililearfulto?avcryi^^ 
^orfant truth. Vis!/ ^ I'hat the ' CciWcs ^"^f 
'Right membei's^of fc^e Britiiftx. government,* ! 
''^' Ataefica wai discovered in the latter. end'!' of 
^thfe ijstb" centlir^, by Seballian'pabot,' iuM- . 
.'rifedfor that (j^ciat pufpofd, under! tlicgrckt 
^dfeaf 6f the flrate, afiiiedto-hLB conUtrfflfeti; by//^ 
■^ 7. - Reprefentativc, of t^cBrhilh goyernuji'eiit. 
^'J^'hc Jgnatirf of the great feal fully ptbm ^t 
'thc^ing did ngit in the grant^g this commiffigp, 
>fc6ii6der himfelf as* afting irfhis privajce, ^^^jlA 
' his politic capacity. Ih. the firft lie had no rigjit 
'to affix- it, in the fecchd hel.had. The ddigij^in 
View /was to encrea^fe'the"^ tc;rritqries, extend j^c 
-^commercc^ and add to the wealrh and jowir^^of 
- the,; ftateJ Aiid therefbre the dilcovery was nrtfiflc 
-fo; the ufe of the;ftate;,.ind' the territories feccame- 
*Tri^i!riddiately fiibjeft to its fapreme authority, jSiO 
'iftb'aninhis foberfenfcs wi^ll, 1 imagine, affirm tljat 
^IRffiff, • l\aa in vierV'th^difcoyity of a countjgr, 
infco»> Which' his. fueceflbi-s might give licenfe.to 
i^ipteittbm^of thVita^ m- 
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icut^ .tf> . bcccuxus . ind^pendeqt, . of i te a^th^i^.. 
'JSrtJcH a.'defign Ik too abfurd to te/uppdled •««■ 
ftp'.have beeid ^a^niitted into aqjy Tyftera of policyj^ 
oapuch fiefs thfttrof a Pqncc 'fdjjuftly famed fijr jil$ 
^-TyiiHom." .. ^ •:',•.;.••. - 

: Every .Gfiibx\y in Amcri^ai as^ well thpfis iirx- 

fcfer charters^ :as ' iothei:'-^ , kas ^^6^ .'fettled ^ndcf 

Vi^e^tiqemiie^ a:iid .authority of th^e great feal,4i^e0> 

Ixy rihe reprcfemative jOf the boi^ politic .of thi? 

3mifli fi:atc;* , Xliepcqpcrqi^f .^Hetcfm^ 

.America i)eidng^in . the rftate, ^aij jjs jmember^^i^- 

^ mb viftgyx^r^ifs ^authority frorp 'piie part .of .'k 

to another, equsilly fubjeatp its fupxemc^iirif- 

.ffiEtipn^ ihcy * of tcpnfcquerK;^, . 'broiight^ oyer 

-^ithjthcm airiheirjpolitipal rights and ^wi^an^ 

amengftihe'rii}:^ that of pcrfe*(3::6toedience..to. i^ 

, lavs i-rrnor fCQuW theyl)cloft rpr cbsMaged'ljy aa 

;8lter;iti6n of ^\x local circumliances. Indeed 

iiothipg^ can l)c more expficitly * cqnleflcd tha» 

' tlirs truth, Sxk all the /American' deblarati^Rs xtf 

^iheir rights*, VI jft^ll eitc only tfefe of the xoa- 

'^elTcs whidi- met at rfew-TorV io x^fi^s* actdiwi 

5fok jn 1^74. By the firft we ^ xtoli}^ 

:'f* ,^at his.Jkfiw'c/?/^ tiibjeos in thtfifc cploiaies 4»r^ 

'^f^'^niitti^ ioi&l the iftberent rj^^is JUfdlBteriiesQi 

^. hisi/»i?/iiw71)ornArubjcfts'wi .the kiiifidpm. 

\ '** i^jT^Grcat-'Briiainl" khd in 'thje,'fccah4 "^h^ 

'*^'. ipur aheeKloc^, w?k) »1irfl: &tff€d. tJicfc xcdonie?^ 

l-**\werc?, at the time of 'th.eiir emigritrbn.froin^libc 

. '^ mother-xeumry^ mBded UraKibt rtghi^k^-- 

,*ff W^i and'immuniucspf ^roe an^ natuxal..^wn 

4^ fubJcSs within ^e .realm of '^ngtond^^^^ ;14jq ' 
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.from the rclation tb^ bore^ as inembers of tKe 

..inother (tafe. Ci^iiiaous that: they jeould act ik- 

«dutc them.iixTO;?i^ other ToiirccrDut the'Ej:^lUh 

.goycrn^nc^ a;5 .th<^^ whew rife fticift,. they 

d^in tbemainddr its tide and autlxotx^. IBm 

.can the wifeft acnong them ii^orm us, ky'wb^t 

.law, :<)r upon vdhat prtndpk^ theyclami rights 

*inda-.t;he)Britjihgovcnmien and yet deny d^t 

.oblif^ation of thole duties which iub?e£b of that 

igdvcmment owe itOiir-r The ifights and duties of 

the. members lof aU'fociette& acejreciipFOcal 3^he 

one is. the continuing confideraiion tor the other. 

. Bi thereof them being deftroyed^wtthpuLthe con- 

_fe^t pf ihefuhgeds JKoVhich both oF them. ad- 

iiGTty the other xx^ei. Therefore, JOhould a ftiaie 

. arbitrarily deprive, its membCTS of their juftrjghts^ 

rand re&jfe to -reftOre tirapv, after it has-been ic- 

fifeatcdi);^ and refpcafully required fo to do, thpn 

their duties and obedience to theflate ceaift;, but 

«ot before : it being the defign of evenr.rodety, 

..whentforined^ that its exiftenoe .flbould be per* 

nanent, -aotofa temporary duration. 

Here .^,e.may ^perceive fome of thofc^naanyin- 
oonfiftencies, and abiurditi<^ in which the ad- 
vocates of America have weakly mvolved her 
aaufc^ ^ We fee them calling the Jutjjedlis |n 
Jim«rica^ ^ fubjedtsof his Majefy^** in.his j>oK- 
-mal^CJipacity, and as repreientative of f)ie British 
.ftacf^ bound in duty -to execute its laws^ iviifumry 
^^4r/<of its dominions^ and in the &me breath de* 
^jFiBg obedience tothofe Urn, We fee tkeifi 
claiming ^* aU the. inherent rights ^and liberti^. 
;\^^ of inaturalbornfubjeAs" cf the ftate,-aad<d^ 
nying the force of thofe duties, which arcibirj- 
^jj^pfetfab]^ united mch ,tlu>fe '^^ rights «iid liber- 
. • • *i ties/' 



cij^'I havt maiocakied; ^Attd htPt^ wr fhall 
$»d, ^at'.^<pre)r(>gative&-of- t^!« fupvemo re'* 
prcftntatiVe^'tb© ft^ie^, eyer- f&Ke riie firft' fct-* 
tiinneR>& of cHe €ojlbnie$». Hff?e^ been Umfbrmiy" ^ex- 

' ereifeif, afidfiibmicte<$tp, iiYailtke«Got6liies^. i^l 
their polieiieal Executi?^ pe^aps^ hfli;^' b€^n dc^ 
rmxl^ frem^ ami i^tl riicir govminientB eft^K^ed 
fej^ ifc • fc is kv tfefe repreftmaiciye capacity' that 
Cli!&' Ktng'&a&i^graQted" a)i tM eharccrss appointed 
die govoriK^, dfiftom^houfe* pffit^s^ ^c, and 
grastcect jititherity to the ^ov^enawa tP'Commiflid- 
nate-t^ kifiw-iop officci> of juftifeci as w«ll judi- 
cial aS' riiimftcrial: Frmn this &^rw dn^J all 
^Ee^gal poors', in^ refpc<ft te tli)a ionics, can 
life dtawnV' Acre -beifftgiio' other c^paeity vcftcd 
ik hini^ '^W^^wJteft^ he coulcl dferivet-^rif!. So 
that every effiecir io- Ameptca^ appciinted- by him, 
« under hfe amhoriryi k^ truly* the ififepior and 
fiibord'mate • defegate of the .Kirig,' ILold&' and 
Commons; rccehrMig' J«s authority from thefu- 
preme executive reprrffeft-tative of clw- BritiA 
ftate^ ^ their powers bemg Oftgi»aUy derived 
fromv ffl^d^Ilmkcd by, its^^onftkution and laws. 

Upon- tjie- Tame prineipife^ the fopreme le^fla- 

tui;e.has, upon niany <kH*alions^ and at a ^ari^ 

'lof tfeies^^fiiia forth arid* e!«%"eiftd its awharity 

CTC» the eolbnies ;: and'th^^ hdSB^* yielded; bbe- 

•^fepc^ to^ all' the . Britift ft atutes^ m . which^ tHey 

hafv.e' ^ecn rtamed" \ • as^ well- thpfe ' mipofitig tk:iit& 

oir.tfterrii asthofe for 'iie^temi^their^ internal 

•pdi^c*.*' The learned jiiidges-' in 'Eiig;!^ a^ 

- the ^dgtti and -other aSSctvs ecmierned in* tRc 

/' adrftimlfradon^ of juftite in Amerita,* ih tfon&r- 
inrtjrte\t?!nir i^a, of ^ir*.Being the- inferior de- 

^ legates 



legates of tljjp.Brklflj ftatc^ and of itt authority * 

ovdr,tiip colpmes; ' hiive' e;^*i^^ hv^fof 

pai4iUmefif^'U:Kere'.'l|)y Wbfd^ they h.^ve Befeji eki' 
teridccJ 'tb fh^m, the:,teftf oFiihcir dcqifions,- in' 
an';AtiieriC:^tt'^Blfppte^^^ .yitjitittt ^doubt or heri-' 
tatior^, urirtll tKe. y.^^r xjSky v^en ajar unhappy" 
cotitrQvirfy ^ommenjced.* ^ • 

• Ail the officers of ^ovtifnhietit, -every tncmtfef* 
of^femMy,' every fof el ghqf'bcto^ his iratu^^a-'' 
li^atjdi^/likd'klvo'^ys taken the oaths of allegiancej^' 
uttder.the'dire(?tfon5 oF'^^ tha^ have! 

bt en made for that purppfe;. The, words, of the 
oath' 'ai^e '.the fame*- with th?it;' sldminiftred* to the 
fuBjci^ iri Britain^^on the'lHcfeQcc^afion?; and con*' 
ftque'ntlv .fliuft be of thd^ faprc; i m'pbrt; ^ and ' carry ' 
With thejti the lame ob.irgatidns'iTi every' refpect. 
Both \h Bfltam 'alid ArtieHtd tHe.oaths are taTceri^* 
toT'thp 5C)ng» not in hi^ private,, ttft.politfc-^^^^ 
pji'city ; tHby are tak^eri to irirti^^as' reprefcntatiye^ 
of the \^hole'^i^atc;; whojJ duty-?c: islto fupteriiil'^ 
tend- the adrhihifttUi:Tpf\ of ^juftrceVand to fee ^Qrit^ 
a:faMfdl-^dbed)ehceis^p>irft6 tHe l^wi'; TFilift: 
oktjis are tio'iVidfe than '?enewaU*!if the 'Original' 
c'dvenariti tipbtl whifch al^'^yefeih'ents'arefi^Vfti' 
ed ;, For in the^onftitution of ^all^ fociecJefi-twdri 
covenantor; are* i^fffen'tikl -/orre^btl^he part- of t^c 



part j--^- , V - / "--- 

(jr. ^Thisi2i!lr (fcvef>ant;'*^fM^^heJudiciote 
lanfaquiV '^'^ ihdia^es -a- fii bthB^n of 'irhe 'Jlrefi^ 
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^yind ferfe^^ Arid the^.. 

WQrcis.o£Mr. Locke arc equally iapppfite^/* The 
**.oauis.pf afjegtancje arc t^kcn totnC'King, has . 
" not xo fiim as Tu^wririe l^iftatpr,' bit as /«- ^ 
". j&r^»i^ executor, ef ik{, ,^W, n^^d^ t>y. * jp.int 
**^' power oi iiim and dth€jV\ a/ligianc£ hcixig .np- 
**. -^thing; but qbedimc according Jo, :&«;, wfeich, 
*(.whca hQ violz/ci^r'h^,hR$ ria right, to ohedimce^ 
**'rnor can r/^w.// ot^erwifc than in'. his ,publiji:.. 
*i p^^Jon^^ A«wftcd with the ■p^ze;^ i?/" /i6^ il?ic;-". Ah^J , 
vL another pface he lay$^, " Tii^t ali obt^dicpce;. 
K whicfi; bty the moft* loletna ties .any one can be' 
[.pJD.ligcd .9?.pay^ uttim^i^ly (crmtna/ies^Jftbeffii , 
v/^^S?^ f(^^Tf^ -^f,i\'^ legiJUture^y .'an4r . i£ iiircfted- 
'^i>F;t4^(^:]^'^^^ ^-'^^^'^/•^^ enafts?^ '1/his "being-, 
t{^5;r^4ture o£ t Jic aaflv j;)f:all5giancc,:.^^^^ of tW 
oJ>Ugaiions it enforces, no man, of aOyv«undcr.; 
ft^^^ing^Vilf call;* for fufther prpoF, TPhat'all.the' 
o.^xjypsr -pf govcr^^^^ America,'. wJoo^ . have : 
uhm i&eftj o^5^*s;land tho'e wlio^have .fubmitKcj:* 
tg; thoir aiiiinittration>, w thcj^. werje execut- 
i|g~ thjCr J^ntifti: IlktutC5, COniidef ed thj^tpiel vcs as' . 
fixhjji^& Q^.the ft^te^ a\ving obcidiencc to its Ic-. 

giMv.c; autijori^ '.;.;;. ■ .; /; ...' 

^^MS'^m., go^^efnmem, proteiStwff, and alle- 
^?^ ^S. f>K,9^}9P^^y ^^P:. re^ iprojcaj, djtj ties^ , TJiey , 
arn^. t<^;iij^cip^rab}y rfinited, tiiap one faniipt exilt 
litkhottt: the other. ..Jb?tt>te6t ion. iirpm. rbcjftatc! 
4cwr^?t^^ana cntiUc^ « to rj^ceivc, obedieacc and: 
flib,??^^". i!9. i^^ ;,lawi 'from thf^fybj^if^.:! . Andi! 
daedknceto the-witt'Qf:the.ftai!e<*.,<Qi?hmuj?ic;a(te(^^ 
^,j|s .l^WSr cnt^d^xfe^.fo.tye(Sl4^ tts proteftign,; 
4i#n&R%pCM^«'^^^^ govtrjicd ; th€:cG(nV: 
4^#\pf ;jfcS l^;^^;o)vards the, Qolom^W, and,that. 
j^^^S^eacolonies towards theftatc, ever fince their 

' " fettlittiient. 
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fetdccficnt. . The colonilh have not. only, fettl^^ 
upon the lands of the ftatc, - }^n^er ftsrjiceiiceima 
Authority,' grante4'by "its TeprcfentativeV'bU^ 
they have beenfo&rfd, nourrQied'^ncl'ffie^^^^^ 
under its wings, and protefted by ks wealtH ind 
jjbwer. And as they h^ve evef yj^ldccj obedience 
to its iaws^ they h^ve, 'wherie^e'f in <iangcr, called 
/or its prote6ti6n ; and in tHelaftSyar weref|v'ed 
from ail the mifery and flavdy,' whicli popiftj 
fuperftition afifi tyranny cbuJdinflia,'vvhen tl^^^^ 
inability to fave tnemfclves wdi? umv^diiiWktiOi^ 

and acknowledged. . / ;./ .'.''7'";'^ 

Seeing tlien tb:it tHe colorlies Tiave/ ^''er firicd 

their exiftehce,* con^dered tliemfelves,. anq acted 

as perfeft members of the Britifli (late, obedient 

to ir ^^-^-^ " "' -. .^r. . .T-j,««^ ^,.,n. 

f)ne 

<:overeii 

take, and that they have a right to caft off their 
allegiance to the Britifli eovernmcnt. : We car^ 
look for this in no place fb properly, as iit the 
late declaration of American rights. Here Vfe find 
they are dr^wn from " tHe. immutable Taws oif 
V nature, the principles of the EngHfti confti-- 
** tution, and their feveral charters; or com-* 
" pafts.** Should we fail in difcovering it here,' 
we may^ f^C^ly determine it is not any where to" 
be found. We fnall hot find it in *^' the laws of 
*? naturci'* the principles upon which thofelaws 
arc founded^ are reafon and immutable jiiftice^ 
which require a* rigid performance of every law« 
ful contraft i-^to fuppofe therefore, that i right 
can thence' be derived to violate the moft fb- 
fcrrih and facre'd of all* covenants ; thofe upon 
whit h the ejiiltenfcc *of Societies, . and the wdr 
• ' ••■•• • ' '*^-i^ ^' ' •' ■ '•'■•' • fai»c^ 



fa^c of:milKoris-cleperid;,is, in 4.1ie lii^heft degree^ 
abl\ird. And, 1 .bt Ikve, ^ we Ihall 'be :cqualiy 
wnfuccefsjful in,fea,rciii;ig for it ii the principles of 
jth^ Eiiglifh <:on/iit,y]tiQn'v becaufe'tbac cohrtitjj- 
lipn 'is formed ;o.bini5.,ill the /members of tlie 
^^yt to^erher^ atid to cornpcl aa obedience to it^ 
faws.AWc.niu'ft therefore Snd jt in tlic 'Amerir 
|;'an charters or. compass, or no where.. Antl 
after We* have lobke^V tjierej. we can difcover w> 
ixempti0n,''ordircVar^e frorn the authority of 
parliament in any or them, lave one, 2ina. tncre 
it is^only partial ; while other parts' of the lime 
charter declare the contrary^ and ex^Vtfsly retail^ 
the/fubm'iffidn of tqe^ubje^a: to tKe.BrlliOi laws. 
Bin fuppofe there hjid been fuch an exemption 
?n all oij^\x}.y a^,clea.t as words cpuld exprefs ic^ 
itis.afcjwefiiioh which d€;mahds' a 'folution, wTie- 
tfl^r .the X'ing lia^ ' a r*iorhr^ Tdy t^e cjonititu tiocL 
to grant It. , . . . 

r ^^^ afig;iiial mtcntt)f the pr^'rog^iye|^ itnder 
^hK:!*} .^he inhaWterlts of panicular diltrifts of 
territory hWe been, incorroporated^ }ntp..^bodje$. 
pcliti^^ wajs to enable the reprefcntaCive of th^ 
iuite,. to.jTorm inF^rior coaVnj^nities, with muni- 
cipal nights andprjyUege^.' 'XKis. was -Vieceilar jr 
•i^ enable the exccutive.power to carry- in,to eXe- 
cutron jthe operationjsjof .government with regu^^ 
krity .antl 4)rden Xnd in lome mfeances it ha& 
been .beneficial ia nromoiing the;tracie,''arts^^nd 
I^arjLicyf^^jpriuJts in buunefe otJych.ci^Uict^.-T- 
'Thi$| prprpgaiive Jis,.fery' anuent, and well dc- 
jBit^lV h^_ ufa^:e m^ prefcniptJpn^ London \\t\d 
j?ecuj^ia5^;..privileges Ipr^g; befbrp^ the -copqueft. 
"V^j^^iagj54:hexafiguf^^^ that city 'pto. 

chanters foon affcr!^^ 4;. gr^at nuipi^beii of inferior 

focictiea 



"fcycfibtifs have been fince ).nrqrpora>;ed, 'byfuc- 

tee^irt^' Kings, upon'tliefe prinqpl^^s; all of ihcm 

'Under the great leal, arid by thci.iaiTie^ authority 

' Xtni3^'r which the American charters were erant;- 

•ed.' Having \o riiany'prectdents bet'6re us, we 

"cafirtot "be at a lofs to afcertaiatlie extent of- this 

"pre«»ogatiye.' Thefcxercife of it for fo many tcu- 

taries wilK give fatlsfaitidn^ to every car.dicl co- 

quii^r. Making tKis'tlie tcft of declfion, we 

fliatlfind that no K^i'dg 'lias, ever prefuiTied ,to 

gVa«t more than -merely municipal pow.ers and 

'privileges, /always. leaving %he fubjects and tJje 

territory incorporated^; under the fupreme legif- 

lative authority. Tlier^'beipgno traces of a tar- 

th^'r extent of this prerogative,' in the condiuft of 

all the lirltifh Kings; the conclufioa is, that no 

fuch power does, or ever did exift. BefideSy tjiis 

prerogative^ like all others, is vcftVd in the KiI^g, 

in trufl:, to promote, not to injure,, the public 

good. And tTiercfore, to affert that he ulfky,- ua- 

der it, difcharge th'efe ihcorpori^tcd. fockties 

* from their obedience to the fupreme power, Is.io 

contend' that, by virtue of ;he power whic, h he 

holds in tr\iil to ftrengthen^. he may Wsakeh,— ^ 

and, infliead of maintaining and defending, he iriay 

deflroy^ the common wealch ^ whipli Involves 

the moft palpable cor.tradidtion. 

SuHicient has been faid to convince us^ 'tbit# 
the Kings of England can have no authority to> 
, difcharge inferior bodiespolkic, from ^arliamei7- 
tary authority. But *£% upon a fatisiaAory dc- 
"ci'iion of the queftion, the claim of independency 
muft ftand or fall, I ihall farther corroboiutc 
wh^t I have faid, with the moft rerpecflablc a;u 
tlv)rities. Xhc learned Pufendorf tells us,. 

' '' Wich 
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With regard to all lawful bodies, iHs to be olf^ 
fcrved, that whatever right they poffefs, pr 
whatever power they hold oyer their members^ 
fs all under the determination of the fupreme au- 
thority, which it ought on no account to oppofcy 
or' over ballance. For othcrways, if tl)cre could 
be a body of men, not fubjeh to the regula-; 
tion of the civil gcvemment, there would beij 
ftate within a ft ate. — If we look on thefe bo- 
dies, or fyftems, in a ftatc already fettled, we 
*^ iare then to Confider what was the intent^ of the 
" fwpreme Governor^ in founding, or confirming, 
fuch a company! . For ifheharh given, or 
afccrtained to them, in exprefs words, an ab- 
folute and independent right, with regard to 
fome particular affairs which concern tne pub- 
lick adminiftration \ then he hath plainly >vbdi- 
c'ATED part ef his authority, and by admitting 
**' two heads in the conftitution, l}ath, rendered it 
** irregular and monjirousy Mr. 'Locke fays, 
** That the legirfative authority muft needs be fu- 
** preme % and all other powers, in any rnembers, 
*' or parts of fociety, derived from, andfubordi- 
** nate to it.** And fpeaking of the King^s e3^- 
cceding his public truft, he affirms^ *\ That when 
^' he quits his reprefent-ative capatity, his public 
** will, and a6ts by his own private will^ he de^ 
*^, grades himfelf, and is but a ftngle^ private per- 
** Jon, without power, without will, that has am. 
*' right to obedience.''* And the lame author Would 
not fcruple to declare, upon the principles he 
eftabliifies in the latter t^art of his treatifc : That 
a King who Ihpuld have granted, in the. Amen- 
can charters, a licence to the fubjecfts of the 'ftatc 
CO emigrate, with a difcharge from their obedience 

to 
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ro. the kgiflativc authority, and (hould, open fuch 
ii door to a defertion of the principal territory, and 
diflblution of its government, would thereby 
forfeit his* crown, v and to/ prevent the miffhicf 
of fuch gr^nt, the people might rqfutrie their ori-; 
gipal*authbnty,'if the.niifchief couH not other- . 
Wife -be prey^nited, ... 
; . I h^y^^jl^id before, whenever a ftate rcfufes to 
giye protection to its fwbjeds^ and maintain their 
rights, tlieir duty ceafc;s. . ft may with equal 
truth be affirmed, that\whcnever .fubji^As fhall. 
fefufe t6 ^rfqrm thofc duties, bid yield that 
obedience whicK they are bopnd to pierform'and 
yield by the conftitution^ or original compaft of 
fociety^ they forfeit not only, their, right to the 
prptedtiph of the ftate, but .cyery other ri^ht or 
claim under it ; and the goyernmeot. may either 
funifla them agreeably to its laws, or peafe its, 
pro ted ion over them> and annul the rights and* 
privileges they derive from it. There is no 
truth more evident than that" where a mutual co* 
venant fubfifts, including, a confidtration per- 
' petu^Ily to be performed oh both . Tid^Sy ,v>pon 
which the validity ofthe.CQ.venant relts^ If either 
party rcfufe the performance on his part, the 
other i^ difc^argtd of coiirfe, and the, party rc- 
fufing Jbfts his right aiKl claim tp the perforn)- 
ince of the other, ff this aflcrtion be juft, and 
that It is we fhall find, whether we apply to the 
laws of nature, or civil focict;ies,-^into what a 
difgracefurpredicamenc are.the Americans >hrpwa 
by a denial of obedience to theautihoirlty of "par-^ 
kamentv which is one of the nioit etfenxial duties ! 
That they have not, a^ tht congrefs afnrms, for- 
feited, furreftdered, or loft their riglits, by tlicir' 
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emigration, . b true. — But. that this wife body ox 
men have ufed their. bcft, endeavours, and pur- 
fued the moft efFeftual meardres to forfeit them," 
is equally true. Let us fuppofcthat thd Ijr^ ten-. 
grefs*had been a regular and legal rep refen,tatjve 
of all America, vetted with, aifthontyi - fcy; the 
confent of the colonifts, to deny and ' Withdraw; 
their obedience to the la^wrs of the Britifti "ftaie, 
as they have endeavoured to do •,. would \not 
Great-Britain be juftifi^ble^ in declarjhg, by' 
ail aft of ilate, that all the ' rights and, priyifeges 
which.th'ec>>lbnifi:s .derive Under b^fj;*^fe :l;oir- 
feited ? 'Shall' the Atoerictns 'Have 'a rlghi tp 
withdraw 'from the ftate the. performanc^e'O'f tl^eir 
duties, and'the ftarebt bound to continue iheni in 
the erijoyment of all their rights ? Every jirin- 
ciple.'6i'e;overnnxi.it and common ferife ^efiics it^ 

Thus, ih whatever light we vie'.v*ihe.Tubje(!t-, 
whethiTwe'reafon fn^m the principles iih'd policy 
upon't^hich all 'governments are croibliflyedj or 
thofe of the Englilh conftitution in particular ^^ — 
the rig^it of property in the territory, -—the autho- 
rity uticler which the cdonifts have be^'ri fettled^ 
—the perfons by whont fettled,— their rights un-, 
der the feveral charters and compafts,— their Con- 
du(5l ever fihCe their fettkmcnt, <lown to tlie year 
1 765,— or ffonii the, conduct of the ftjitp down 
'a to this day ;. we find that they are members of 
the Britifh ftate, aad owe Obedience' to Itsjeglf; 
htivc authority 

That America has been wandering iii a wrong 
path, bewildered amt)ng the crroneousii-ririxriplea 
upon which her advocates have attempt eqia 
vain to iiipport her rights, is apparent from all 
her cohdijd ; fiie began by denying th^ a\itho- 
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rlty of parliament, to lay internal tates ^.— fttit 
finding that ground riot tenable, Ihc next de^ 
nicd its power to lay either internal or external 
taxes : And at length has declared, that it can 
neither lay internal nor external taxes, nor regu- 
iate the internal police of the colonics. And yet 
fuch has been the implicit confidenfce, — fuch the 
infatuation of the unthrnking and deluded pieo- 
j)le, that they have believed at \Jtit time, that all 
thofe^ principles were fo many folid pillars — and 
fdpports of their rights, and truii^s w /acred as 
"tbofe in bofy writ. 

' , it would not be unreafonable to think, that 
the mrruments before offered, to expofe the pre- 
fcnt unhappy tneafures of the colonies, would be 
fufficient. for that purpofe. But however that 
•may be, as I am convinced they lead to the ruih 
t)r my country, \ think it my duty to take a 
more particular view of them. The claims made 
' by the laft congrefs, and vrpon which, it feenis, 
all America novr refts, are, "That the colonies 
are entitled to a fret and e^chjhe rights or pow* 
er of kgijlatfony where theif right of reprefen- 
tation can alone be pttfcrved, in all cafes of 
' taxation and inttmal fotityy fuijeil only to the «#- 
'*^^ gative of i heir Swereign^ in fuch manner as hoi 
*' leen heretofore ufed and accuftomed?^ No words ^ 
can convey a more pcrfeft claim bf rtidcpenden-^ 
ley, on the Britifti legiflattire, than thofe I have 
juft tranfcrtbed. Becaufe there is fto »^ within, 
'the power of any Icgiflature to pafs, binding on[ 
any member of the ftate, but wliat muft, in. cither, 
the regulation or execution of it affeft the in- 
ternal police. States may make lawf^or thego- 
If^rnment of their fubjefts, while io foreign counr 
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tries, or upon the fcf v but as thofc Uws can on- 
ly be executed within tKe focicty, there being no 
jurifdidlion^ ^nb oiScer of juftice without, tliey 
niuil be executed, aad the penahies recovered with*, 
in the community v it$ internal police afieded by 
thcm^ according to the nature of the penalties, and 
the mode of recovering, or infliiding them, and in 
the moft facred thingjs, • life, liberty and proper* 
ty ; thefe being theobjeds upon which penalties 
are laid. If thi/ be true, and the colonies iiave a 
** free and exclulivd legiflation, in all cif^s of 
'^Mhternal polity," the legiflature ofGreat-Bri- 
Xaiq can have no iifiQrc authority by^rthem, than 
tH.e,p4rj[iament of Paris ; and the epitomes ai< ^ 
independent of the oncas the otKer.,,lBut it feems 
under this claim of right, though the legiflature 
of jGreat-Britain, which' is fupreme in jpower, 
.having no iuperior^ as I have Ihewh, fhall hav^^ 
410 right to make kws for us, nor .even to re-' 
peal an ad of ^xiwy^w the colqqi^, however 
jnconfiilcnt with the laws of England, or dcr 
^i]tru(9;iyc to the rights and intcrefts of the nation^ 
jjcep the legiflation of tfcje colonies is^ ta he.fubi- 

T^<$t\ to the repeal cfihi Kit^.. ^9^h ^^ ^^^^ ^ 
jtouhdec^ claim involve; the caule^of ^-merica in 
^^1^ ix^exfvri^able abfiirdity ? Is , not thi? .acknow.* 
Jedcing.'a pqwer in an inferior, and denying ^it 

^ Jn.the fuiJfjriqy,,^/rpm who^ that iflfefior.dr^w;^ 
.all. ^ts : aup^ority^ an^ by whom all its preroga- 
j^tivcs, rights, and pojwers are governed^ and con- 

/ ,tjoul?«4l|Thc Kii^-. by ithe jconftituppn,.has nO 
^cap^cjjgr ;in;Vhi9fa^he. does not rqprdent thiCx fu- 
-Pr^T? l?Si!I^^Mr^5* or head of the ft^te, 'as I have 
:provR4(i>ef9i:a ^ Npr wn be affumc .any other 
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inconfiftent yfith its rights. The pbwcj* of re- 
peal, being a cpmpleat legiflatiVe aft, he can 
draw it from no other fountain, but from his r^- 
prcfentf tion of thewMe legiflative body., Bccaufe %% 
legiflator, he holds only a third part of the right, 
and upon no ground of reafon, or propriety, can 
an entire fupedor power be derived, from ^ auy 
part of tFic lame powtjr. » 

; Here we have a full view of the plan of the 
delegates of 'North- America, which, when, ex^- 
amined, appears to be that of abfdute inde- 
pendence on the mother ftate. But confcioys 
that a fcheme, which has fo great a tendency tQ.a 
forfeiture of her rights, and fo deftruftive to licr 
fafety and happinefs, could not meet with the 
approbation and fupport of the col6nift$ \i\ jgt- 
neral, unlefs in fome meafurg difguifcd ^ .tH«y 
"have endeavoured to thro^y a yeifover it,, by gi:a- 
cioufly concedeing to the mptlier-ftate, a whirij- 
fical authority, ^felefs andimpr^dlicable, in.jja 
nature. This is a ftale device, common to 
wrong-headed politicians, who ha^'e not r^^fcji 
and truth to fupport their pretcnftpns. But the v^l 
is too thin. The herbage is not fufficiently thick 
to conceal the covered fnake, from the eye of 
the -candid and fcnfiblc enquirer. , But let us 
hear them. .'SBut from the nec^ffity of the ca^, 
^nd a regard to the mutual interelft of boyi 
countries,*' not froqi any €o0itutioml rig/^f^ 
for this they have denied in ihc'prccecdin^ pajrt 
of the rcfolve, in all cafcs^ jyjiatfocvcr, " wc 
*'' confent i" but to wh^t do they confent ? " ip 
'*' the operations of,*' not to the right of mak- 
ing, ** luch aAs of die Britilh Parliament as arc^'* 
not fuch as fhall be hereafter, for they are, ho 
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4buht^ to rcccire the fandion of this wife audi 
learned body, before tlicy are ralid, " bona fide 
rcftraincd, to the regulation of of our exter- 
nal commerce, for the purpofe oi fecuring the 
gommniercial advantages of thtwboky (i.e. 
^* of our commerce) to the mother country ^ and 
** the commercial benefits of its refpe^ive mentr 
•* ferj," Here is more art and finefle, than m 
^oncft mind would wilh to find in the conduA 
of any men, much kfs in thdfe of charaftcr,/ It 
is eafy to perceive from the import of ^hefc 
"words, that fhould the Britifli parliament b^- 
obliged to accept of their conceffionsy they concede 
nothing. They have taken efpecial care, that 
what tncy have confcnted to in one hreath> 
ihould be blafted by the next.. For there is no 
law of trade; that I know of, nor can fuch a 
law be formed.,^ as ftiall fecure the commercial ad- 
vantages $f all the external American commerce to 
the mother country, which is a part of the realm 
diftin£t from the colonies^ and yet *' fecure to 
** the ctlonies,'*' as members, their commercial 
benefit. It would not have been any great de* 
viation from th6 public dlity of thefe gentlemen,, 
had they dealt lef& in myfterics, and explained 
what laws they were, which aJifwcred thofe ex^ 
eellcnt purpcifes. Surely they coyld cot mean 
thofe ftatutes, which enumerate American com?, 
modities, and compel us to land them in Bri- 
tain; before they can be exported to fgreign mar- 
*^kefs ; nor thofe which oblige us topurqhafe their 
• manufiiAures, and forbid us to get them fro» 
other countxjes.; — ^Thefe vc fo far from " fecuj- 
^ ing,** that they greatly diminiih the comtnej?- 
^al be.nefits of iw colonics \ and 1 know, of nj;^ 
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iithcr tEat " fecure" the advantages of our 
comincrce " to the mother country." — But fup- 
pofe there are fuch laws, who arc to^ point theni 
out in the volumes of the ftatutes i Who is to 
lay whether a kwanfwers, this dclcription? Is the 
Icgiflaturc of Great-Britain to do this ? No. 
Who thca?-— Why, the aflcmblies. — But the 
aflemblics arc difunited, and may differ as they 
have done, even in matters which concerned their 
cflential fafety, and there is no conllitutional 
union, declaring the voices of a majority,, bindt 
iing on all. — Why then, lincc it can be nh other- 
wayi, the point muft be determined by an ille- 
gal, motley cotigrefs j fbme few of them to be 
appointed by die a0cmblies, if they caa be fp 
loft to their own, and the true intereft of their 
eonftituents,. as ever to appoint another v and thi" 
reft by a twentieth part of the people, the mod. 
ignorant and violent to be found among them, 
A blefled American eonftitution t 

Bu|: fhould there be any fuch laws as the eon^ 
;re{s havd defcribed,, it feems,, they arc to be ftill 
further limited^ and to. ^^ exclude every idea of 
^ intcraal and external taxation, for railing a 
" rcveaue in America/** AU the laws of tfade, 
from whence th« leaft aid j^-ifcs to the crown for 
the protedtion of its dominions,, are invalid, fqt 
want bf this " confent,** and. to be abolifhcd: 
But thofc which amount to an abfolute prohabi* 
tioji, are agreed to^ The ftatute impofing a fmaU 
duty on foreign fogars »nd m©Uffes,.0B their im- 
portation, and thereby enabling the colonifts to 
cftablilh new manuta^res, and open new 
fources of foreign trade, Ihall not be obeyed 5, 
1^ ^ the |>arTiain^nt iisi^ad t^reof jpaiTed aji ' 
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aft totally prohibiting this part of our foreign 
commerce, under forfeiture of veffel and cargo^ 
it would have met with the approbation and con- 
fcnt of thefe great and wife men, at leaft as to 
its "operations/* Is^it not ftrange, that when 
they were about to bring forth this ruinous prin- 
ciple, they could not perceive, that every greater 
power includes every inferior,^ relative power; 
and that the power to prohibit a particular trade 
includes, from neceffity^ that of permitting it, on 
condition of paying an advantageous duty ? 

To conclude my remarks upon this famotsis 
American bill of rights,^ this pillar of American 
liberties : ' It feems implicitly agreed, that 
with the " confent of America," both internal 
and external taxes may be laid by Parliament; — 
But they ha^^e not informed us in what confti- 
tutional, or legal mode, this confent is to be ob- 
tained, or given. They muft have known, if 
they knew any things that .there was none ; and 
yet To far were they from meaning to propofc 
any, that they ordered, in dire/5l violation of 
their own ruks, the only conftitutional plan 
which was offered fof that purpofe, to be refcind- 
'^d from their minutes, .after it had been de- 
bated, and refered to further confideratioh ; left; 
the good people of America fhouM . fee and ap- 
prove of ir, depriving the member who propo- 
'fed it, of that fecurity, againftmifreprefentation, 
which lie was in jufticeehthled to, and icontrary 
to their duty to the colonies.. — Such are the'pto- 
ceedings of the men, intrufted with the facred 
lights and liberties of America.! Such thedif- 
appointmdnt of their cotiftituents,— ^ — ^T^^y 
thought that ^U wifdom,-' jufticc and policy were 
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concentred in that learned hodf. And rherefbm 
they expcdted that fomc permanent fyftem of 
union, between Great-Britain and the colonies^ 
upon principles of government and liberty, 
would have been propofed to the mother ftatc, 
and a path opened to a laiting and happy recon^ 
ciliation. But alas I Ho^ miftaken ! Nothings 
has been the produdion of their two months 
labour, but the ill-fhapen, diminutive brat, In- 
dependency. And confcious of its inability to 
defend itfelf, they have exerted every nervX to 
prevail on the people to adopt the fpurious in- 
faot of a day, and take up arms in its defence 3 
toru(h into the bl^ckeft, rebellion, and all the 
.horrors ^of an unnatural civil war. To efFeci 
this wicked and horrid defign, they, in all their 
y&^w majefty of illegal power, refolve that if 
the lateafU of parliament, flxall be attempted 
to be carried inte execution iy force, that ip 
^* fuch' j»fc, /HI j4mri€awght to fupport the in- 
*^ habitants of the Mafiachufets Bay, in their op^ 
^^p^fitim *' ^ Who is to fuperinccnd the execii* 
; tion of the laws, againft whith this oppofition 
^fif advifed ? This is the duty of his Majcfty, as 
-.ffeprefentatiye of theftate, who is authorifed to 
.do it, by (irft calling on the ajd of the civil pOw- 
J c;r, ' and if -that \% jiot fuffici^nt, the military ? 
,Thc eflSbntia^ .principles of government juftify 
it. Searql^ for yourfelves, my dear country. 
men, look into all the treatifes on the common 
law, and 4;hey will tell you, that this oppofitiqn 
is clear, palpable trealon and rebellion, which 
will incur the forfeiture of your eftates, and your 
lives. . .But this, is not all the mifchief they have 
done^ or attenipted t9 dorr^ if nothing would 
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fitisfythcm, but your inevitable ruin. — Thff 
have furroundcd you with mifery on all fides—*- 
have ufcd their utmoft endeavours, to raife the 
hoftile refentmcnt of one of the mod powerful 
dates upon earth againft you, when nothing but 
her afFcftion, lenity and nterey towards you, can 
prevent her from reducing you, in a Ihort ti-me^ 
to the deplorable condition of a contjuered peo- 
ple. But if ftie fhould be jfo blind to your aiicl her 
own intercft, as to give you indepcftdcncy, which 
i^ the great aim of their conduA, they have pre* 
pared the rods and fcourges of their own tyran- 
ny to fubdue your fpirits^ and triumph over 
your invaluable rights and liberties* Under 
this tyranny, edifts have been made and publifh* 
cd ; and fo facred are they to be held, that none 
is to prefume to meddU with, or determine any 
ilifpute arifing on them, but the creatures 6( 
this illegal powcn The fevereft of all penalties 
are ordained for a difobediencc to tbem« Taxes 
have been impofed on your properfy, and that 
property arbitrarily; taken from you -, the liberty 
of the prefs, and /even the liberty of fpeech 
is deftroyed* The unthinking, ignorant multi- 
tude, in tne eaft and weft, are arming agdrit 
the mother ftate, and the authority or govern- 
ment, is filcnced by the din of war. — ^Whftt 
think you, O ipy countrymen, what think you 
will' be your condition, when you Ihall fee the 
defigns of thefe men carried a little fartlier into 
execution ?-^Companies of armed, but undifci* 
plined men, headed by men unprincipled, tra- 
velling over your eftates, entering your houfes— ^ 
your caftles— and facred repofitories of fafety fbr 
all you hold dear and valuable— ^fei^ing your 
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j^mperty, anii earrytng hairock and dev^aftatioft 
wherever ihey head— -ravifbing your wives and 
daughccrs^ and ;;fkitwanls plunging the dagger 
into their tender bofoms, while you are.obligctl 
to ftand the fpee<:hlefs) tfaeiiklplefs fpedbacors. 
Tel} me, oh! tell me-i- whether your hearts aire 
fo obdame as to be prepared for fuch fhocking 
fcenes of <:oil£iifion and death. Ai^d yet^ believe 
fne, this iis a real and not ah exaggerated pidure 
bf that di{br^^ mto which the fchemos of thofir 
men^ >who have afiumed the charadbers of your 
guardiins, and dar^ to ftile themfdves his Ma*^ 

jefy'^s mtfiloyal JukjeSlSj will inevitably plunge 
vou, unlefs you oppofe them with all the forti- 
tude* iwRich tr&fon and virtue can infpire. . 

I have thus-'thought it tny duty,^ in a cafe of 
fuch ifffiniteiimportance to my country, to give 
the ftilLiwei^t to Jthe arguments in favour of 
che right of ^p^liament, and againfl: thofe r^ 
and violent meaiures which are haftening the 
ruin of America. I do not know, that I have cxag- 
graced any. Lmean, with the moft benevolent 
attachment to her true inuereft, to lay the truth, 
the whole truth; and nothing but the. truth, h^^ 
fore my country, that fhe may impartially con- 
fider it,: and give it that weight which;reafon and 
.her own prefervation fball didatc ; — but hither- 
4» I have only ^performed a part of my engage- 
ment. The rights of America remain to be con- 
^dered' and eftabliflied. A taik which the' un- 

^ dertaker muft perform with ineffable pleafure, 
as he is pleading a caufe founded on the immut- 
able principles of reaibn andjuftice-^the caufe 
of his country, and the lateft pofterity. He is 
endeavouring, to reftore.an union between two 
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pisat tounthies, yfhoSt intcreft an^ wt(fane nM 
jnfeparable f and to recover thofe rights upoA 
the enjoyment whereof the happinefe of millioiis 
idepend^ 

. That America has rights^ and moft imporunt 
rights,, which fhe dofcs not at prefent enjoy, I 
:kn6w ; and that they are as &fmfy eftabliihed, at 
thofe of the parliarfnent, may be eafily proved | 
but what thofe rights are^-^whencc derived^^ 
how the extrcife of them has been loft — and 
what is the only pofltbie and fale mode of re^ 
covering them, are queftions,^ a candid fohitioti 
lof whic^ will throw fiaU light upon thiji unhap* 
•py controvcrfy; 

After what has been: faid re%e&ing tht rights 
€f parliament^ and the duties of the Britifii ftate. 
It cannot be difficuk to determine ftom whence 
the rights of America arc derived. They can 
be traced to no other. foiaataihfb^t that wherein 
they were originally eftabliflied; -This was in 
the conftitution pf the British (late. Protc&ios 
from all manner of unjuil violence, is .the great ob- 
je£t which men have ittview, when they furrender 
>up their natural rights, and enter into focitty. 
I have faid before^ that the right to this protec«> 
tion, and the dirties of sdkgianee were recipro- 
cal. By proteftioh I do not mean: proteAioA 
from foreign powers- only ; but alfi> a^nft tlie 
private imuftice of individuals^ the arbitrary 
•and lawle^ power of the ftatc, and oi^ every fub- 
.ordinate authority. Such being the right, unleft 
the government be fo formed^ as to afford tht 
^bjeft a fecurity in the enjoynKnt of it^ the right 
itfelf would be of little eftinriation. The tenure 
wouM be preoariotrs^ and its eauftenec of a ihort 
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dbtrftdm. In propoftion to th^.ftal^Hitf <tf tliH 
fecuricy^ all governments zxc more o^ lefs free*, 
and the fubjcdt happy under them. . Much there-, 
fore depends on the particular form, or conftU 
tutton of the fociety. In a ihonarchy» where the 
fupreme poweris lodged in a fangle perfon, without:: 
any check or controul, the tenure is precarious ^ 
becaufe it depends on the di&mtioq and integrity 
of the Monancb. But in ^ frpc goyeri)ippnt m 
the mixt form, whq-e the ppogle have a right to 
a ihare, and compofe a part of the fupreme au- 
thority, its foundation will befolid, and its cqnr 
tinuance permanent ; becaufc the people tl^gv;'. 
felvesy who are interefled in its prefervatipQ, paf^ 
t;sike of the power which is neceflary to defend it. 

There is no fbciety in the work} where fbi#^ 
light of protedioQ is fettled wit^ fo m'^fk wtf- 
dom and policy^ as in the Engliih conftitutipa.^ 
The experience of ages tSS^rd^ numerous i/iftfnces 
of its being inv^ed>m4 impaired, but in aihor( 
time reftored by its own energetif: power. It is 
this part of the Englii^goveriupe^t Qpon which 
authors dwell witli rapture ; as it poi{ftii:utei! itf 
whole excellence, and fdrms its frtedoo)^ 

Power naturally ftrifinff from property, if it^ 
evident from a view of the Britiuji cot^itutioo^pl 
in all its difierent S;z^%^ jtha^ the £ngli& ^<k 
vernmenc derive$ its power from tl^e landed iqr 
tereft ; that Ifeifig (he xnoft permanent and un-^ 
changcahjie in its natuix:, of all kinds of properr 
ty, and therefore moit worthy of protedbion^ 
NAnd although ym cannot trace this truth up to 
its origin, ^ the nece0ary antijcnt records being 
Juried in the ruins of the monafteries, either be- 
fore or after the conqyeft, ye^ the fad is fufH*^ 
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<ieritly evidchrfrom very aiicicnt h|;(tpries ^^ 
documents) as well as from the plan of govern^ 
xnent) ufed in England from tithe immemorial; 
AH hiftorians agree that the prefent form of ^- 
▼ernment wzs fettled in Britain, by, our anceftors^ 
the Anglo-faxons ; and fo fai^ as we have an^ 
knowledge of their government, in their own 
country, we know that the pr^pHuors if t^ 
hnd^ gave their perfonal attendance in /i^^ kgip^ 
UUve emncil, znd jSbared the prnfercf mah/ig tbdf 
ims\ After thdrconqikft of, Britain,^/ thcjk 
tp wbm the IsHdxirss apportioned, held a right td 
affifl: 'in the Saxon parliament^. ' And by thd 
^udal law evefy Undholder^ nfiet m the feudal 
courts, and gave his a^ht, or di^^t, to the 
laws there propofed. - " " 

' Such continued to be the' form^ of the Britill| 
government, until the diflbhitioh of the hep-i 
tarchy , and union of the feveii kingdoms, whcn^ 
we ihoukl not have thought it ftrange, h|id thii 
]princi pic been deftroyed, or greatly impaired, iri 
the convulfions which cf&<9;cd fo great a revo- 
Jhtion. But, on the contrary, although tlienum«» 
bcrV of people, 'and their rcmotenefs from the 
place of convention, were greatly ^crrafed by 
the union which rendcFcd a perfonal exercife <rf 
the legiQative poVer imprafticablc ; yet in order 
to preferve in the i^6vernmeht, this important 
principle, upon whidi all their rights and free* 
dom depended, they adopt^ the policy of vcft> 
irig the landed ifitercft in each ty thing and bo-^ 
toiigh, witH a right to ferid i^^prefentatives t<i 
thcWWittcna- Gemot, or Parliament 

Nor could the rage of conqueft, and all the 
power of arms, aboliih (his iilpft principle of £ng« 
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Jilh libppty ahd fafety; William the firft, at the 
time h^ conquered Britain, found it confift^^nt 
with his intercft and iecurity, to prcferve it in- 
violate : And when he thought it neceflary to 
Icffcn the exorbitant power of the Saxpn Earis, 
jvhich endangered his fafety^ by difmenibering 
the baronies from the counties, the Barons were 
yeftcd witk a right to reprefent their baronies, in 
^he grew national council. This was all thp 
change wJiich that great man ventured ta niakc 
in the conftitution ; a change which made no ef* 
jTential difference, as to its freedoqi* For as eve- 
ry fpot of land was before the conqueft within 
jl^tt\c tything, fo under this alteration every part 
of it was included, in fome barony or borough, 
?fnd all of them were reprcfented in the legifla- 
tive power, by the Barons, or Burgefles. 

Upon this foTid foundation cQntinued the fre- 
4om of the Engliih government, during the 
reigns of William Rufus, and Henry the firft. 
In the civil v(rar between Stephen and Maud and 
Henry the fecond, each party finding the power 
wd influence of ribe Barons over their vaflals too 
great, divided the conquered baronies into fmal- 
Jer tenancies in chiefs and rewarded their friends 
with them. By this meafure, and the like poll- 
cyv >Yteich was afterwards purfued by King John, 
tenants in capite, or the leffer Barons, were fo 
piujtiplied, that a very unequal reprefentation of 
the landed intcreft arofe. They held an equal 
Jhare in the legiflature, with the greater Barons ; 
and Wing niore numerous, and their ifttereft in 
fnanyrefpefts different, they over-ruled, andof- 

n deprived the greater nobility of their rights. 

his. grievance grew iptolerable $ aod^ therefore, 
^' " ' ' when 
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when King John found hitufelf obliged to dd 
juftice to the nation, and reftore the antient 
principle of the conftitution, two feveral clauf<^ 
were inferted in M^na Charta : By the firft 
** the Archbifliops, Abbots, Earls and great Bar 
** rm of the r^alm,^- vitvt to be '* fummoned 
*' Mzb^^ by the King's writs \ and by the fe. 
cond, *^ all others who held in chief," viz. the 
lefTer Barons, or tenants in capite^ were to b^ 
"*' fummoned in general.'* By fhis clauiie the 
lefler barons were feparated frona the greater, 
and Idft thc-r hereditary right of feprefenting 
their lands ^^^, or in perfoq; but being fortf- 
moned to parliament ^* in general,'- they heUi 
the right of elcding fome of their bo^ to re*, 
prelent them in the houfe of commons ; and of 
participating the fuprcmc Icgiflative authority^ 
-by their delegates, who were thenjce fo^war^ 
'ftiled Knights of the Ihire* 

Thus this right to protedion from the ftate^ 
flood fccured in every alteration of the conftitu- 
tion, by preferving to the landholders afliane in 
•th^ authority of the fupreme head, who were t# 
•regulate that protcftion, and every c^her matter 
iiifceptible of human diredion, until the reigft 
of Henry VL when our anceftors, conceiving 
'that it could not be rendered too fccure, nor 
founded on a bafe too broad, they obtained, by 
a<St of parliament, a right in -every freeholder c* 
forty (hillings per annum, to vote for knights of 
the ihite. 

• In confirmation of this right, I (hail only add 
that King John, in the great charter I have be- 
fore mentioned, granted for the leftoration of 
the rights of the fubjedt, engages ^^ not to im- 
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^ pofe any tsrxcs without fummoning the arcH» 
•' bifhopSi the.biftiopS;, the abbots, thecarls^, 
•* the greater barons^, and the tenants in c^te.** 
And by the 17th of Edward III. another char* 
ter, granted on the like occafion, it is cxprcfsly 
declared^ that " whatever conctrm the eftate of the 
reahn, and the people^ ftiall be tre;ited of in par* 
liamcnt by the King, with the confent of the 
prelates, carls, barons, and commonalty of th^ 
" realm," 

It would be endlefs to trace this truth through 
all the pages of the hiftory of the Englilh go 
ycrnmcnt. I have offered proofs fuificient to d( 
monftrate that the Lords and Commons, wl 
hold fo lyge a fhare of the Icgiflitive authority, 
derive'their tight from^ andreprefent theiands with- 
in, the realm. I fliafl therefore only add, before? 
I kavrthis pointy That this power of legiflation 
in the people, derived from the Ihare they held 
in the lands, 'was originally, and yet is, qf the cC- 
fence of the Englifh government ; and ever was, 
and ftill continues to be, the only check upon 
the encroachments of power, the great fecurity 
againfl opprefllon, and the main fupport of the 
freedom and liberty of the Englifh fiibjefts. And 
its excellence confifts in affording, to every part 
part of the realm, an opportunity of reprefcnt- 
mg, by their delegates, at all times, their true' 
circumftances, their wants, their necefTities, and 
their danger, to the fuprcme authority of the na* 
tion, without a knowledge of which it is impoC- 
fible to form jufl or adequate laws ^ and when 
rdprefcnted, to confult, advife i^nd decide upon 
fuch pirovifions, as arc propofcd for their relief^ 
or fafcty ^ giving their negative to fuch as arc 

mifchievous 
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mifchicvous or improper, and their allcht * ttt 
ihofe which remove tHe mifchief, or aflT^rd a re- 
medy. Here we have a perfeft idea of civil li- 
berty, and^ free government, fuch as is ftijoyed 
by the fubjeft in Great-Britain. 

But what are the circumftances of the Aniens 
can Britifh fubjefts ? Is t\itvt z part or fpoi ef the 
lands in America^ or are the owners or proprie- 
tors xhtrtoiin' right of fucb lands ^ reprefented lA 
the Britifli parliament ; or do they jn any other 
manner partake of the fupreme power of the 
ftate ? In this fituation of the colonies, is not tht 
Britifh government as abfolute and dclpotic over 
them, as any Monarch whatever, who fingly 
holds the Icgillative authority ? Are not thepef- 
fons, lives and eftates of the fubjeds in Amerie^ 
at the difpofal of an abfolute power, ' without the 
leaft fecurity for the enjoyment of their rights ? 
Moft certain it is^ that this is a fuualfiort which 
people accuftomed to' liberty cannot fit eafy un- 
der. 

From the preceeding rerharks it partly ap-^ 
pears in what manner the American fubjefts- have 
loft the enjoyment of this ineftimable right, 
though not the right itfclf, viz. by their emigra- 
tion to a part of the territory of the ftate, for 
which the conftitution had not provided a re* 
prefentation. America not being known or 
thought of when the conftitution was formed, no 
fuch provifion was then made. But the right to 
a fliare in the fupreme authority was confined to 
the territory at that time, intended to be governed 
by it. And at the time our anceftors left the 
mother country, it feems none was cftabliflied. 
How this happened is not material to. my fub- 
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jject — they came over, perhaps, without think-' 
ing of the importance of the right ;— or their 
poverty, which rendered the obtaining of it ik 
*any form impracticable, prevented their claim 
of it. However, it is certain that it was paffed 
over m filence, as we^l by the ftate, as the people 
who emigrated ; but has been neither forfeited, 
furreridered, nor loft. And thcrefiwe it ought to. 
be reftored to them, in luch manner as their cir- 
rumftanccs will admit of, whenever it Ihall bd 
decently and relpedtfully aiked for. Juftice.to. 
the Americans, and found policy, in refpeft to 
both countries, manifeftly require it. 

The emigrarits enjoyed in Britain the perfect 
•Tights of Englifh fubjeds. They left their na-. 
tive country with the Confent of the ftate, to cn- 
creafe her commerce^ to add to her wealth, and 
extend her dominions. All this they have ef- 
fefted with infinite labour and cxpence^ and 
through innumerable diificukics and dangers. 
In the ihfant-ftate of their focieties, they were 
incapable of exercifing this right of participat- 
ing the legiflative authority in any niode. The 
power of parliament was juftifiable from necef- 
lity at that time over them ; they ftood in ai 
•much need of its japteftion, as children in aii 
infant-ftate require we aid and protedion of a 
parent, to fave them from a foreign enemy, as 
well as'fromthofe injuries which might arifefroHl 
their own indifcretion^. But now they are ar^ 
tived n a degree of opulence, and circumftances 
. fo refpeftablc, as not only to be capable of en-f 
Joying this right, but from neceffity, aiid for 
the fccurity of both countries to require it. 
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The fubjedts of a free ftate, irt every psirtt)/ 
K8>idmiriions ought, in good policy, to enjcSy 
the fame fuiidamental rights and privileges. E-^ 
Viery diftihftion between them muft be offenfive- 
and odious, and cannot fail to create uneafinefs 
and j^aloiifics, which will ever weaken the go* 
Vcrnmeat, and frequently terminatfe in infurrec^ 
tions; which, in every foeiety, ought to be parti* 
cularW guarded againft- If the Britilh ftate 
therefore means to retain the colonies in a due? 
obedience on her governiileht, it will be wifdom 
in her to reftorc to her. American fubjcfts, the 
tojoyment of the right of affenting to, and dif* 
fentingfrom, fuch hilfe as fliall be prbpofed ta 
tegulate their conduft. Laws thus made will 
ever be obeyed; becaufc by their aflent, they be^ 
come their own afts.— It will place them in the 
^me condition with their brethren in gcitain,. 
and remove all caufe of complaint; or, ir 
they fhoiild conceive any regulatioils incoiive* 
nierit, or wnjuft, they will petition^ lioc rebel* 
Without this it is eafy to perdeive that the unidrt 
and harmony, which i^ peculiarly cflential to z 
free foeiety, whofc members are rcfident in re- 
gions fo very remocc from each other^ Ganno« 
long fubfift. ' 

The genius^ temper, anii^cumftanrts of thef 
Ameritans fhould be ialfo dily attended to. No^ 
people in the- world have higher notions of liber* 
ty. 'ft V^p>b]d be impofliblc ever ta eradicate 
fhemrihoulcj 'a» attempt fo uojuft be ever ihade i 
Their late, fpirit and condud fully prbye this af-^ 
fcrtibrt, and will ferveas a clue to. that policy by 
irhich they ought to be governed. The diftancc 
«f America from B^ritain, her vaift ex-teflt of ter* 
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ritory, her numerous ports and convcnicncicsof 
commerce, her various produftions, her incrcj^f- 
ing numbers, and confequently her growing 
ftrength and power, y/hq^ duly cqnfidered-r— all 
point out thc.policy of uniting the two countries 
together, upor\ principles of Englifh liberty^ 
Should .tbds be omitted, ,thc colonies will infal- 
libly throw, off their connexion with the mother 
coun:try^--rTheirdiftan€e will encourage the at- 
tempt, thei^ difcontent will give them ipirit, and. 
their ^umbers wealth and power, at foiw Jfvturc 
. day, will enable them to offe£t it 

If it be.thc iiiitefc^ft oif the mother cQunfry, t^ 
t)e united with the colonies, k is ftill more Their 
intereft t^^t the union, Ibouid take place. Their 
future fafety and^^happinels depc|id on rt, A 
littk 4ittcatioa to their circumftanqes will prove 
h, Eaph colony, in tl^ pifcfent conftitutipn^ is 
capable, by its o.wn int^rpal legiflature, to rcgu* 
late its owi;i internal police, within its panicuUr 
<:ircle of i;erritory, Bu? here it is confined; thug 
far, and no farther, can its authority exte^,— 
one cannot tfavel into the bounds of the other, 
and there tnake, or execute, its regulations. 
They ^rc^.tjiereforc!, in refpe^ to each other, fo 
many perfeft aad independent focictiesvdeftitute 
of any political connexion, or fupreme autho*- 
rity, to compel them tp aft i« concert for the 
cpmjnon fafety. They are different in their forms 
of government, — ^produftions of foil, and viicws 
pf commerce, — ^Thcy.have <iifferent religions, 
tempers^ ^nd private iBterefts<— They, pf courfc, 
entertain high prejudices againft, and jealoufies 
of, each other; all which muft from the nature 
4Uad reafoa of things always conipirc to create 
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fuch a diverfity of interefts, inclinations, judge- 
ments, and conduft, that it will ever be impofr 
lible for them to unite in any general mealurc 
whatever, either to avoid any general mifchief, 
or to promote any general good. A retrofpe6t 
to tlie conduct of the' colonies, during the laft 
war, will Ihew that this aflertion is founded in 
fatal experience. It was owing to this dilunited 
■ ftdte of the colonies, and their eondufting their 
policy upon thefe principles, that a fmall num- 
ber of French fubjeAs m Catiada, aftirtgon the 
• reverfe, were enabled to concert their plans with 
fuch fuperior wifdom, and to CTei-t'lUch a fu- 
•pGfior degree of ftrength, ' as to ehdatriger the 
fafety of all North - America, =which contained 
upwards of two millions of people, and obliged 
-them to implore the afliftance of the Bnttfli go- 
'vernment. In the applicatibn- to the hiother. 
» country for proteftion, this is/ fully acknowled- . 
•ged. ** It now evidently appears,'* fay the 
' council and aflembly of the MaHac'hufets Bay, 
'" That thi French' are advanced 'in the execu- 
-'' tion di a plan, ' projected Ktore- than fifty years 
<^^ fince^ for extending their pofleflions fmm the 
>*' mouth of the' MiflifTippi oh the foiith, to 
** Hudfon's Bay on the north, for feeuring the 
'-*' vaft- body of Indians in that inland country, 
•*' and for- ft^^Ofting //?/y wholt continent to the 
** ^crown of France?'* * And from what caufe did 
^t'happen that the Englifn colonies, pcfiefTcd of 
^n hundredfold more wealth, and twenty times 
«the nurnber of pe^^ple, could not opjofe, with 
iucceft, tlie force -and fc heir es of a few ? The 
' ••. '• \ ■ ';.'•■ lame 

' * Mtf?ug^' from th^ Couhci! and Iloufe of Rcprefcntar 
Itivcs of the Maflachufetf ?ay/in 1754. 
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gentjemen tell us. The French have hut 
one intereft^ and keep but om point in view : The 
EngliJIo governments have different interefts^ are dif- 
united: fome oftbein have their frontiers cofuered by 
their neighbour Sy and not being immediately cffeSfed 
feem unconcerned,''* The commiflioncrs from the 
feveral colonies at Albany, aflign the fame caufe. 
'* The cojlpnies," thjcy inform the erown,^ being 
" in a divided, difunited (late, there has never 
" httn afty joint exertion of their for ce^ ot councils^ 
*' to repel or defeat the meafures of the French-," 
end " particulsir colonies are unable and unwiU 
** ling to maintain the caufe of the whole.'*' 
*' That it feems abfolutely neceffary^ that fpeedy 
*' and efFeftual meafures be ulicn to fecure the 
" colonies from the Jla'^ery they are threatened witb.^* 
The prediftion contained in thefe declarations 
turned out fl;riaiy tnic. As it was mod juft. 
that the colonies fhould contribute towards their 
own proteftion, while the mother country was 
lavifliing millions in their defence ; requificions. 
v/cre annually made of them. But what was the 
condud of the colonies in this fcene, fo very ia- 
rerefting to them ? It is enough for me here to 
affert, what was known to all at the time, and 
what there ftill remains abundant documents to, 
prove — That akho' fbme of the colonies, which, 
were in immediate danger, complied chearfully 
and in time ; yet others, fi?om various caufes, 
complied too late to be of real fervice •, and fomc 
gave nothing towards the general defence, even 
at times when the enemy was within their bor- 
ders, and a confiderable part of the colony was 
evacuated. What muft have been the direful 
confcquenccs of thofe omifTions of duty in the co- 
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loiiks^ towards each other, had not the rfiothciv 
country exerted her military abih'ties to favt? 
thcni ? The danger, jjpd all the horrors of French 
fiavtry^ and popifli fuperftition, which then 
threw u\ at times, into the greateft defponden- 
«y, sre paft, an5 we have forgot th^m ! But let 
us rK)t deceive ourlelves.; the fame caufes wili 
'tveT produce the laine egefts.— I'he ambkiotl of 
France is llill ajive andadlivc, hei* power indeed is 
a^ccp^ but pnly to wake at fome future day, Ame- 
rica is daily growing a more alluring objedtof her 
aanbit,lon. Her fleets, and thofc of her natural 
ally, .Ae King of Spain, are encreafing. The 
praiftice of conquering and dividing territories 
aarf kingdoms, is become fafliionable in Eur 
lOpe, Under this profp^d of things, what can 
America expeft, while rfie. denies tne authority 
of the mother- ft ate ; and by tKat d^'iaiai incurs ^ 
fcrfciture of her protection, and refufcs to be 
mited with her upon fuch pri-jciples as will en- 
tide her to it, .. Slie muft in all probability fooi^ 
bc'come the flave of arbitrary power, — of Popr 
4lh h'gotry and fuperftition. 

But the miferies of a foreign yoke are notaU 
tlse mifchiefs which may attend her fcheme of in^. 
d'lxndency, Difputes will ever arife among 
the colonies. The feeds of controverfy, refpeA- 
ir.g their fevcral interefts and boundaries, are al- 
)fcady fown, and in full vegetation. Amotion 
aird avarice are ever ready to e^^ert their influ- 
ence, whenever opportunity oifers. America 
li;a5 many men of abilities an<l intrigue, who will 
*t all times be ready to rife on the misfortunes 
ard calamities of others. Difputes betweea 
^^a^fylv^nis^ and Maryland began,, and wouW 
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tia\re ended in a civil war, had not the aui 
of the ftate interpofed. Similar difputes hscvt 
fubfifted between New- York and CoaneSkot j 
New- York and New-Jerfcy^ and ftill lubfift 
between New- York and New-jHUmpfliire, Con- 
nefticut and Pennfylvania, and Pcnaiylvania 
and Virginia j all arifing from the uncenaim^ 
of their boundaries, and right to the foiL In 1600 
King James granted two charters^ one to the 
Plymouth company, and the other to Sir TIi5- 
itias Gates^ and others ; including all the €i^hmeSK 
The refumption of the firft of thefe chartttrfhas 
bejcn publickly avowed and attempted j and urt 
have great reafon to believe, that of the other 
is irt contemplation. Thefe, with many othtir 
caufes, will afford plentiful fouroes of dilute 
between the feveral colonies ; which caa only 
be decided by the fwoM, there being no otbcx 
power to appeal to. The northern colonics^ in- 
ured to. military difcipline and hardlhips, will, 
in all probability^ be the firll to enter the lift of 
military controverfy j and, like the northeni Sa^ 
xons and Danes^ carry devaftation and havock 
over the fouthern -, who, weak for want of diici^ 
plinc, and having a dangerous enemy withki 
their own bowels^ muft, after fuffering all th<5 
horrors of a civil war^ yield to the fupcrior fiiro^ 
tod fuhmit to the will of the conquerors* 

We have now before us, all . that wc ate t$$ 
gain by this frantic attempt, to feparate the co^ 
lonies from Great-Brittin. Should Amerkafail 
in her military oppofitioft, which fhe muft in^ 
fallibly do, they immediately become a coci- 
qucred pcpple, fubjedt to iuch laws as the con- 
qvicrorg fhall think proper to impofe.;— Alloiiif 
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rights and privileges forfeited,— our loyalty juft- 
\y diftrufted — our ports tecured by men of war, 
•= — our capital cities burthened with Britifli 
troops, — and our wealth exhauilcd for their fu- 
J)ort. On the other contrary, Ihould we by any 
miraculous ivent fvfcceed in this mad dcfigii, we 
muft foon cither become a prey to a foreign pow- 
er ; our laws, our manners and culloms, our 
rights both civil and religious, and our incftim- 
able religion itfclf, will be changed for the ar- 
bitrary cuftoms, the flavery and bloody fuperfti- 
tion of Rome : Or fhould we by an^ unforefcen 
accident, efcape this deplorable ficuation, an- 
other awaits us, alrtioft as ftiocking and diftref- 
fing. Ambition aftd avarice will foon furnifli 
the fewel, and blow up the flame of civil difcor(l 
among o'u'rfelvcs. Some of thefe calamities muft 
inevitably be the blefled confequences of thia 
tinnatural fcheme. 

It ^ill n©wbe afked, what then is to be done? 
Muft w6 fubmit to parliamentary regulations, 
vhen we arcnot repfefcnted in that body ? My 
anfwer is — ^That I am a friend to true liberty. I 
tfteem it above all other temporal blc flings, and 
becaufs I efteem it, I difapprove of the inde- 
pendent meafures of the congfefs-, which, inftead 
-of tending to fecure, or obtain it, lead to the 
deftruction of aU liberty^ and the fnojl dangerous 
tyranny. I do not differ from them in opinion, 
that America has grievances to complain of j ' 
but I differ from them irt the mode of obtaining 
redrefs. I ever was convinced that Great-Britain 
Was not fo defpicablc in her power as to be hec- 
tored out of her rights by her fubjefts ; or that 
flic w*s fo ignorant of the condition of the colo^- 
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itifesvai to teKerejobVpretcniibft!! W independent' 
by coulcl be maintained/' -I.fbrcfa^^. wh«: has' 
tow dome to pafs, that* we muft cither fubmit 
tO'parliatiieAt»ry atM:^ont:y,;-^r tk> be a coji- 
Mer^d pcoplc'^i— <)i^*'febk fqfrcdrtfs in an uniofi 
^h the trtoitlfcr ftate. . And ' my duty as a fub-* 
jdftj • tWf 0#« arttdVeil^ and thefafcty and happi-' 
flcfil of aiy Gcmntryv ever prevailed on me tobre-^ 
feh'(!h<5Nlaft; »Had this • meaftire bcerf. adopted m ' 
the yi&ar 176$,^ ra all probability, tKc^rrghts'of' 
AKicri<?i wotild Mve bceii reftortd, and the'mblt^ 
peitfeiSb harmony would havfe khis day^ fobfifted' 
betwten tht two dotintrics \ Bitt'Unfbrturikteiy^ 
fdr America, "ftidh'^rpiindwai sjit trhat' tiitic tak-'! 
Cffy 2k> reridered it iricrinflftent ^th the hohouf* ^ 
anddijgmty-'of fyarlianiehrtome^^^ * • \.' 

< Great pains have beerl tikeh by fhe /Lmprican , 
derriagogues^ to delude < the iinhappy people,' ' 
wliom they have . doomed to be the 'dupe^ oF 
their ambition, into a belief that no jufticc w^is - 
to> be* obtained of his Majefty,' and his hogfps of ' 
parliimcrnt ; and tihat they had rcfiifed to hear 
our ihoft Teafonable petitions/ Hence we have 
feen the; bcft of S^reigns treiatcd with theigrof- 
fiflS ibufc and infutt, the* affedHygs p^ his ^people ' 
alienated^ and' many of hiii faithful fobjcfts,* ^f- 
ponding' 6f ^reUef, taking ' up armsf aga7rfCb his 
amHority.': It is high time thaV tHjj.fatlfBaelu- 
fionihouldbe expoltd, 'and t^ good pi|dp^^ 
AYherica difebufed. It-is trufe, th^t' his maj^f-^ 
ty and the two houfes of jiayfdnieht'Kaye tttiai:^a'/ 
petitiotis from the colonics with tfegled ; but^vhati ^ 
wCfe' thofe {teticions ? Didth^ ifft ojj a' denral* ^ 
of'cUc eflcAfial 'fights »of Parliament; or didthej^^* 

aflc'fo(r the rights of the fubjed in America ? A 
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tctrofpcft of all the |>ctkions', evtr pijelcnto! td 
the throne on. this futgcdl, will flicw* that the^: 
conveyed to the roy|il ear, nothing but the lan^o 
guage of independence* Th^y difowned) the: 
po\ycr of the fuprtane legiflature, to \i;hich, as; 
liibjeasy they owe obedience^ and denied a ca- 
pacity in the colonies to be repre^ntcd-i-ami 
upon this ground they infiftcd op a repeal of^ 
the laws. Here they ended. ^^N$ fr^er^ wot. 
the Uafi. intimation, ofd dejire t0 4ft umtei, witk Bri^ 
tai^ ufon aju/l n^oratm of theif rigb^ ! - Sucfe:.t 
wore the petitions of. the colonies^;. which wew 
tfcated with ncgleft by the fuprcn^e power <rf thei 
natipjv And r the reafonable and . fcAfiblc jcnaa-^ 
will now^ on rcdcftion, dcterminij, , whether it . 
becomes us to relent a conduft of tb^&:.kind, m 
our fuperiors,or rather to look back, with afton- : 
ifliment at our folly, in permitting ourfclves to 
bded by defigning men, into fu^h ads ofdif*'» 
rcfped and infult. Let us bring, the cafe homcv 
to. ourfelvcs. The relation between the (bvc* 
reign authority and its mcnib^rs, bears a true 
rcfcmblaiKe to thai between parent afid child* 
Their rights and duties arc finvilar^; Should a 
chil^ take umbrage at the ccMi^Oia of apartrnt^ 
tell hiiii that h^^was not his father, nor would, 
he confider {limlidfj.or a^t, as his child, on anjif: 
/^n»j-,jaught7^e parent to iiften to fuch unduti-» 
ful langviajgc^ ; o^r coUki he bejuftly cenfvired for: 
tic^tingvii; with neglefity .or even with CcMtempt ? . . 
In xit der to prevail pfz the congrcfs : t;o defers ^ 
iJicir (fchemc of indcppnce, and to purfue thofe fnea-* * 
furd^forreftorii^ the rights of America^ which c^rr . 
ricd with, them aj;)rafpea of fueccli ; a-^member of-, 
tli^ cong^eis, as !l mentioned before^ propofed a < 
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jfian^ of unjoii between the two countries, which 
would have reftored to the coldnifts the full en* 
joyment of their rights. I havt often converfed 
with him on the fubjedt, and well underftand his 
principles, and what pafled on the occafion. He 
waited with patience to fee- whether any rational 
fckeme of union would be adopted by the con- 
grefs,-7-dctermin€d to unite with them in any 
meafure wliich niight tend to a reconciliation be- 
tween the two countries ; but he waited in vain t 
And when he jfound them bewildered, perpetually 
diangiijg their ground, taking up principles one 
day, and (hifting theni the next, he thought it 
his duty, howerer little the profpeft of fuceefs,, 
to fpeak his fentiments with firmnefs, and*to en- 
deavour to fhow them the true line of theiir duty.. 
After proving th© neceflity of a fupremc autho*- 
rity over every mcmbcxot the ftate, tracing the- 
rights ot the colonies t^ifcheir origin,, and- fiidng- 
them on the moft foHd principles; and thence- 
fhcwing thie neceflity of an union with the mo- 
ther ftate, for the recovery of them ; he intro- 
duced the plan with . the refolve which precedes 
it. But before he delivered it to be read, he de- 
clared, that he was fenfibleit was not perfe£t; 
that knowing the fundamental principles of eve- 
ry fyftcm muft be firft Ijjittlcd, he had, to avoid* 
perplexity, contented ftimfelf with only lay-, 
ing down the ^re^uf out-lines of the union; 
and fhould they be approved of, that he had fe- 
veral propolitions d£ Icfler confequence to make, 
in order to render the fyftem more complete. 
The plan read, and warmly feconded by feveral, 
[cntlemcn of the firl| abilities, after a long de- 
bate, was fo far aj^roved s^s to be thought 
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worthy of further confederation, and referred unr 
dcr a rule for that purpof^, by* a majority of 
the colonies. Under this promifmg afpeft of 
things, and an expaftation that the rule woukt 
have been regarded, or at Icaljt that fomcthing 
rational would take place to reconcile our un-^ 
h^pp7 differences, the member propofing it 
was weakly led to fign the non-importation 
agreemenf^ although he had uniformly oppcfed 
it s but in this . he v^s . difappointcd.— The 
meafures of ipdependente . and )fedi$ion^ were foor^ 
ajftcr preferred to thoft eibarnioiPf and liberty ; and 
no arguments, however rcafon^blc apd juft, coulc| 
prpyail on a majority of the foloniei t6 defert 
' tljem. The refolye^ plan, and rule referring 
them to further confkicr^tion, fo inconfiftent 
with the meafures now rcfolve^ on, were ex- 
punged from the minutes ; with what view let 
America determine : And; while the enemies tq 
the gentleman who propefed tfiem, arc abufing 
hun for offering and publi$iiftg to the world 
the mofl infamoTLia faifhod^, in reprefenting it as 

minifterial," and ft^t pver to hiifibyLordN — h; 
tl^y have copies of it in their pockets^ induf- 
trioufly concealing it from : the ; world. With 
what view can .thia be,iljut; that their malevo- 
lent afperfioris may tafc<fc the great^er cQfedt ? In ; 
k jijftice therejforc to the cHarAjfter 6f this gentle- 
man, and' that Amesrica Jnay fee andjud^for 
itfelr, they art here offened lo its confidcration. 

1^ 
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'VIAt the Congrefs will a^ly to his Majefly for a rtdrefy 
pE^ieirakoM under wfiieif hln faithAil fubjeds in America 
labour ; and aflure him, tlUt the Colonies hold in abhorrence 
tl^e idea of being coniiderBd independent comniimities on 
ti^e. Bfitilb governmdity and moii: ardently defire the eftab- 
liihment of a Poiitical^Umon, not only among themfelves, 
"hut wah the Mother State, npon thofe principles of fafety 
and' freedom which are effential in thg conihtation of alt 
ifree government^, and particulaii^ that of the Britifli Le- 

Jiilature ; and as the Colonies from their local circum* 
aaces, cannot be reprcfented in the Parliament of Greats 
Britain,^ they will humbily prppofe to. his Majefty and hig 
two Hoafes of Parliament, thefollwoing plan, under which 
the ftrength of the whole Empire may be drawn together 
on any emergency, the intereft of both countries advanced^ 
and the rights and liberties of America fecured, 

Jjk Plan of a propofcd Union between 

Great- Britain and th# Colonies. 

• 

THAT a Britifh and American legiflatnre, for rega* 
fating the adininiftration of • the general affairs of 
4^erica, be propoied.andefl;abliihcdin America, include 
ing ail the (aid colonies ; within, and under which governs 
pient, each colony iBiall retain its prefcnt coniHtution, and 
powers of regulating and governing its own internal police, 
in all cafes whatever. 

.That thefaidgovernment ^adminiflered by a Preiident 
General, to be appointed by the King, and a grand Coqn- 
cU; to be chofen by the Reprefentatives of the people of 
the fcveral colonies, in their rcfpc6Hve Aflembxies, onco^ 
in. every three years. ' • ' 

•* That the feveynl Aflcmblies (hall cJioofe members for 
the grand Council in the following proportions, viz. 



Ncw-Hampftiire, 

^afTac^ufetts-Bayjt 
R^ode-I/landi 

Conne^i'cuti ' 

New- York, 

New-Jerfey, 

^^nnfylvania^ 



Delaware Counties, 
Maryland, 
Virginia, ^ 
North-Carolina, 
South- Carolina, 

and 
Georgia. 
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Who (haH meetat the citjt oL » Ibr.th* 

^rft time, being called by c^c^' Prefident-Geaeral, as look) 
as conveniently may be after his appointment. 

That there (haH be a new eleftion of members for th^ 
Grand Council every three years ^ and oh the death, remo" 
yal or reAgnation of any member, Jiis place (hall be fup* 
plied by a new choice, at the next ikcing of AiTembly of 
|he Colony he reprefented. 

. That the Grand Council Ihall meet once in every year,^ 
if theyihall thi^k it neceffary, and oftner, ifoccafiona 
ihall require, at fuch time and place as they (hall adjouri\ 
to, at the lal^ preceding meetings or as they (hall be called 
to meet at, by the Pre fident- General, on any emergency. 

That the grand Council Oiall have power to choofe their 
%)eaker, and (hall hold and exercife all the like rights, li- 
berties and privileges, as are held and cxcrcifcd by and in 
the Houfe of Commons of Great* Britain. 

. That the Prefidciit^General (hall hold his Oficedur2irg> 
the pleafure of the K^g, and his afTent - (hall be requifite 
to all adls of the Grand Council, and it (hall be his office 
and duty to caufe them to b^ carried into execution. 

That the Prefidcnt- General, by and with the advice and 
confcnt of the Grand-Coonci), hold and exerci(e all the le-. 
giflatlvc jcigfits, powers*, and authorities, necefiary for regu* 
lating and adminiftring all the general police and afFaira 
of the colonies,* in which^Gfeat-Britain iind the colonics, or 
any of fhem, the colonics in general, or more than one co- 
loiiy, are in atiy manner concerned, as well civil and ari<i 
minal as commerciaL 

• That the faid Prefident- General ^d Grand Council, be 
an inferior and 4iiiinA branch of the Briti(h leeiflature, 
united and incorporated with it, fi>r the afbrefaia generate 
purpofes ; and that any of ^e faid general re^olitions Qiay 
originate and be formed and digeftedt either m the Parlia*'* 
ment of Great-Britain, or in the faid Grand Council, and 
being prepared, trarfrnitted to the other for their approba- 
tion or diiTent ; and that the aiTent of both (hall be requi- 
fite to the val;4i^' of all fuch general ads or (latutes. 

Tfiat in time of war, all bills for granting aids to the 
crown, prepared by the Grand Council, and approved by 
the Prefident General, (liall be valid and paflcd into a law, 
Wftth<7Ut the afTcnt of tiic Briti(h Parliament. 

Iflull 
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X ihali not . affirm tjiat this plan is farmed 
tipon the moft perfecjt principles of f)olicy and 
government •, but as it is an univerfally prevail- 
hig opinion, thattHc colonies cannot be repre- 
fenced in parliament: I know of none other 
which •comes foUear to them ; and it is moft evi- 
dent, upon a due confideration of it, that the 
rights of America would have been fuily reftor- 
tdj and her freedom effeftually fecui'ed by it. 
For under it, no law can be binding on Ameri- 
t:a, to which the ^ople, by their reprefentativcs, 
have not previoufly given their cOmfcnt : This 
is the eflence of Irbirty,- and what more would 
her people defiref ' 

Th6 author of this plan feems to 1iave form- 
ed it on a comprehenfive vieV^, t)f die regula- 
tion^- neceflary to the intereft and fifer/ of the" 
colonies. Thefe he has divided int*(y two claffes: 
thc'firft cbntain all" fuch as the colony legifl^- 
tAifcs'have a right to make, under "the feVerat 
'Goriftkutions, ' and to which they are: adequate ;; 
diefe to remain under their dccifions ; it being 
'declared in the plan, that " eadi colony ftiall 
** retatn its prefent conftitution and powers ot 
*** regulating and governing its own internal po- 
*' lice in all cafes whatever." The others, which* 
are to be the obj efts of the deliberations and dc- 
<}ifions of ^he grand council, relate to the gene- 
ral interefts and fecurity of the colonies, and arc 
abfolutely ncceflary for thofe purpofes ; fuch 
laws for granting aids to 'the crown, and levy- 
ing taxes in juft and reafonable proportions in the 
'Colonies — ^for regulating a general paper currcn- 
cy^ and th« value of foreign coins, which ought 
in 2AI good policy, to be cftabliflicd o^i funds 

equally 
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equally foUd, atid ai!c;em^^ at the jfame V^fvKfi 
Likvirs for regulating sm^ qM^fJ^f IPg . troopi?^ 
which may^bc. neccffary^ 1^^^ tl^eir general prpi 
tcdlibh ; for fettling dilgutc&^jbctwi^h^thlf '.colo- 
nies, refpefting their tpundaTlej^rrwitk a variety 
of other matters . that mijjfe^ ,t}aturaUy,ari4 ffpift 
the jarring intcrcfts of the ,c;o)Qnicsj^ .^^hich will 
continually eiicreafe with the cncreafe of their 
wealth and commerce. And as. to thpfp, it muft 
be ownec^, that the cplony Icgiflat^rcs, arc ; not 
adequate; but that they miiflbe made eithci; jby 
the parliamcn V ,or by^ fome^ new cftabl/A 

for thole purpbics. The authprily pf^ tiji^ firft; 
was objefted to ;. and^. as ,tQ the/cGond,.,or *ny 
other fyftem of unicin^ it.beii^;incompatibls^^^ 
tjic fchemc of independence, it was not ti^ijgJtfej 
worthy of ,attention.,,_j ^,. ; ., *;^ . ; ,rx.\^: >; 
* Objcaionf were indeed; /nyfidc^ 
whichj jit rnay not ^ .improper here ;fo.,aj?ntio«?. 
K was' laid, .*^. th^t the delegates did notct^m^^ 
'? with authority to confcnt to a :poiitigai jUiJiort. 
" betwcf Hthe two countries^/* . . . T<> wfejcb j?3$n jf; 
arguments were oppofe^, tp fliow,,th9t;tl^y,ji^d 
fuch" authority or none 5 ;and concluded .with ^4ei' 
4ring,lt:hat1f thatwas^ in the opinion pfth* fltictn- 
bcrs, thccjafe, y^ that th?^congrcft,pughfc ^in 
juftice to ^heir country to jdjgpft and form poe^i 
and recommend it to their refpeftiye aiiem-; 
blies J by wjipm it would t:(f;pi^f^ntcd with moro 
conftitutiondl propriety than;, by .any. ptfcqr feo* 
dy of men. ' It was fprthcr iG^id, "..that the x»^it*» 
*^ bers of the grand council i^youid-bciiw-rvipt^^^ 
" and bctriy the* intercflp pJF the cplpnijes.!V..:To^. 
this it was anfwcrcd-r-Th^tt if Amerijcan yfttue- 
was not firm enough to maintain American li- 

berty, 
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birty. It couW ^ fupportcd hypov^lC^onk^-jpsliU 
Qy whatever^ butfuppofe the people tote /in ib^cor- 
' rupt a ftatci-rr^yctas the cfcaTion of the. meccit^s 
was. to he .tr^enn lal, f l^^y m^ght change 4ji?ipTfj^^ 
5 years^ami the Turps of 019^^7, Decd^iy . t^j I^J.^k; 




of 'liberty Wre^(Jjj if fli,e^parliwv?ntjpf;piig]^^^ 
y^^^s* tricni)ialy, it jwoujd d^ftroy^hc/^^ 
J rj4ptiop/.}^5L^ rifflvie pf tl^ fi^pjj- 

XrWyJ they rnjgk, by aUqripg ppe, w<?f4. • m 
/jjlan^ make fhe election due^niijaj, or >|nay^^ 
■'vv'hkh rnv^ft certainly ^enxove ,the pbjc6J;i(jo> <>A 
thu;d oWe^ftion wa^ That if •rdgpriyed.th^.coj.cl- 
.ny Jcgiilatur^& of a part ^^ their riighf,%iy^^ 
^>vKicn ft was ..replied, that a Colony 'k^iflatufrtj^is. 
capable of pafling ;laws to rpguUce its iritcrojl 
police J • bat not adequate tp. any .general- 1^^^*- 
latiojj-^ 'r>Qt .^wfijiBi the iiccc4%y QR?; gf^pi^e^^m. 
'^That there . .|s no proppfitioa ttnore^ jyft, ji^ati- 
':||i4F^eVfcry' cqlorsy, b^% .a, xnembfi; 'qI" thq-iftrtt 
;ou^ht to be; obli^d to contribute ^ow^iLiCbe 
'defence ^of die whple, .inpropq^tioB fi? ^h^ sfWiOe 
pcrty. and^ wealth' which eac|i. ,^piony,,!poffcflm* 
;Tlut tKt$:is.a prirnary cpijfideratron iiji. ^Viby 
fpciety •, and; that no one ,cplopy ^^dja cq^ftJcfe. 
lional power to obtain the amqunt and >fialge.<)f 
the pr<5pcny of .the othcrSiMby which .tpjifeoiv 
tain its proportion. .Nor^A^a^ {here any. Whet 
|ity whatever, faye the-gritift\ .PjiFJti%me»i^>i» 
i:<)aipel refractory, colouics ,tp ,dOi ihcif rt«fo«M 
ab|f di«yi, in tUs>r any^pfjj^r gefieyaA jfic^^rfel 
aq(J that ^h\|.pl^ f^.ilr^^ dimiftifi^iri^ 

thp rights^ q£ ,apj^co|9ny J^gifiiiiiv^r^, ,t&rtJeiCX> 
tended them 5 by giving to each a new jurifdic- 

11.2 tioHj^ 



( 58 ) 

« 

tion, to decide uppn r^ulacioos .which rela^^ 
* to the<general police of all the colonics, - '" "- 

Such was the plan laid before the congre^. 
the objedfcions againft, and the argtiments in fa-* 
' your of it. They are here laid before tlie pufe- 
'jicy to enable themto judge for themfclves, whe- 
ther^ as a reprefehtation in parliament, is generally 
'^fuppoied to be impradticable, anythihgmorecon* 
idiltcnt with their fafety could Have been adopted. 

^Had this unhajppy eontroverfy bccnof the firft 
Irnpreinm in the Englifh government, I ihoul4 
' not be furprifed to find the advocates of Ame- 
.rica fo much at a lofs for principles upon which 
'to afk for, and obtain her rights. Iconfefs I 
know not whether to attribute their ftraiigc con- 
duct \o a total ignorance of the merits^ or to a 
'4ilr(ign from theDeginning to throw off all po- 
^lilic^ connexions with th^ Britifh goycrnmen^. 
However this may Be, precedents ate not want- 
■iftg upon, which to reafon, and tci form < remedy, 
The . principality of Wales, the Biihoprick of 
.Durham, and the Palatinat^ of Chcftcr, laboured 
^ndtr the like grievariccs •, being bound by the 
JaiR^ of^ parliament for many year?, without hold- 
ing a Ihare in the fupreme authority. Great dii^^ 
€(^tent arofe frosp the (lavifh diftinAion bctwccj^ 
the jfubieCts of the fariie ftate. The opprcfled 
thought it their duty, as members of the ftate, 
top^ittonthe parliament for a »iare ih their 
authority. And fuch was the equity and jufi 
ticc of their claims, that they became thercuponj 
veiled with this important priyilc^. ^yhent 
Heiiry III. conquered Calais, an.d fettled it with 
£nglifh merchants, wkh intent to extend his 
dominions, and encreafe the commerce of the 
, ' nation: 
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CAtion ; and it Was held fo incompatible with 
JEngliih liberty, that the authority ot parliament 
ijOhtoiUd extend to members who did not partake 
pf it, that they were incorporated with the Eng- 
Jilb government, and fhared in its legiflature. 

What then is to be done ? Is it too late to re- 
jcover from our madnefs, and to purfue the dic- 
tates of reafon and duty ? By no means. But 
it is high time we had changed our meafures, 
and retreated from the dangers with which we 
arc threatened. Let us, like men wlio love order 
and government, boldly oppofe the illegal edifts 
pf the congrefs, before it is too late, — pull down 
'-. — the licentious tyranny chey have eft ablifticd dif- 
iblve thcH* inferior committees, their inftrumcnts 
fo trample on the facred laws of your country, 
and your invaluable rights. This done, and 
peace and order rellored wiihin your feveral pro- 
yinces ; apply to your aflcmblies, who are your 
conftitiitional guardians, and can alone procure 
a redrefs of your grievances. Intreat them in a 
fefpedtful and dutiful manner, to petition his 
Majefty and his two houfes of parliament — and 
in their petitions to afflire thciJrl^, " That you are 
fenfible of the neceffity of a fupreme legifla- 
tyre pver every member of the ft ate-, that you 
ackriowledc;e yourfelves fubjeftsof the Britifh 
government ; that you have, through innu- *?' 

mcrable difficulties and perils, fettled and im- 
proved a wildernefs, extended the territories, 
and greatly encreafed the wealth and power of 
the nation : That by fuch fettlement you 
*' have loft the enjoyment of, though not the 
right to, fome of the firft and moft excellent 
of the privileges of Engliflimen : That the 

" Englifh 
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EngRffi govtrrimeat is ' foiin'ded on freedom 5 
That this freedom depends on its '.particular 
conflitution, in which it is and ever "vr^s ef- 
fcntial, that the landrcj intercft, or theiree- 
holders of every part of its territory, Ihould 
participate in the iupreme legiflative authority, 
having right to regulate their conduft, and 
a power over their lives, liberties and proper- 
ties. That this privilege alone diftinguifties 
Britifli fubjefts from tlie flaves of the moft dcf- 
potic governments: Thvx no part of the lunds 
in America^ nor the proportion thereof in fight 
of fvxh hmh^ enjoy their antient right of par- 
tici[jating>i) the authority of parliament. And 
yet that lav/s have been made, by that autho- 
rity, for levying taxes upon your property^ 
for retraining and prohibiting your trade and 
commerce*, for fupprcflTing your manufactures, 
for reguliting your internal police, and de- 
priving you of many other rights, to which 
you are entitled as Englifh fubjefts. That 
by fuch regulations you have been aggrieved 
** and opprefied, and great dilcontent has arifen 
*' in the bread: of his [VlajelVy's faithful Ame- 
rican fubiects, to the deftruftion of that har- 
moDy which ou'^ht to fiibfift between mem- 
*' hers of the f iir.e community, and great pre- 
*' juuice of the common wcr.lfh. That it is not 
for v.'cint of inclination, but capacity, arifmg 
trom the diiui^red ft:ite of the colonies, that 
you h:ivc n'»t u:rch:^.riJT'd, with jufl.ice among 
yonrlelves, tliofc duties whicli appertain to 
nvjnib'.irs of ihe iliLe : Ani therefore pray_; 
\uaX y)u may not only be reftored to this 
c:ip-.i:;i ;y, but to ail the rights of Engliihmen, 
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** upan-fuch principlesrof liberty -arid policy,; a$ i 

•* fl;all befl: fuit your local circuaaftanccs/' ^ 

A petition of this /kind, fo rcafohablc and: 
juft, ajnd:fo well founded and eftablilhed on the. 
pnnciples . of . their own government, attended ; 
with fuch a plan of union a$ may be wifely di- 
gelied by: your feveral raflemblies, there is na! 
rooni to doubt, -will be gracioufly received, and ■ 
duly attended to by. his Majefty and his two 
houfcs of parliament, and finally terminate, in a 
full redrefs of your grievances^ and a perma- 
nent fyftem of. union/ and harmony, upon prin- 
ciples of liberty and fafety. But let me entreat 
ycu, . not to trull thefe petitions to your agents 
aionc ; • but follow the wife examples of the Gre- 
cian and Roman colonifts, — fend over with them 
one or more delegates, to remove the prefent 
prejudices, to create friends, and to foHcit your 
caufc. The expencc will be trifling, their utili- 
ty may be grcat,y-the importance of your rights 
is infinite. 

Thus I have, my dear countrymen, with the. 
utmoft candour and freedom, and the moft be- 
nevolent regard for your true intereft and happi- 
ncfs, laid before you the conflitutional extent** 
of parliamentary jurifdiftion, and deduced your : 
rights from the moft folid foundation, and ex- 
plained your duties. I have pointed out the 
mode which 1 am convinced, you ought to pur- 
fue for a reftoration of thofe rights. I have- 
fhowed you the foliy of the fchemc now in agi- 
tation for that purpofe. My moft fincere wifti 
is, that you may avail yourfelves of the infor-. 
mation, and retreat from th^ danger and diftrefs- 
which threatens you, before it is too late. Per-"* 
mit me, before I conclude, to afkyou a few fe- 
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rtof qiiieft!o9ft.^ Do ydu iheih to '^pi^ %f'l 
ymjiv ra(h and irapnidrttt tohduft, your ifi^t td* 
the; pipteftion of the BfitHh ftate, and cm yotir- . 
fclves and youi* pCi/Sk^itj off fbr cvti* from ^alf " • 
the privileges of Engliflimen ? To' retinqujfh" 
your trade up |fhe Mecjiterrihcan, in the Britilh' 
im^ and aU the ftrk^ ports- ? a'Ad fuffcr the 
produte of y^r foil, and the cffcfts of your la- 
borur and induftty to pcrifc ojfi' yoiir hands, . ifor , 
want cf( a market to difpiofe ef them ? . 136 yoti: 
tf^an to defeat all your preifent "Hcflinffs, & rctrcati ' 
from fuperior force inw a wilderheS inhabited 
by wild bcaft's and feyages, deftituie of the he- 
ccflaries of life, and incapable of ^obtaSnihg- 
them ? Of do you mfeantd faBmtttb'tltc deploir' 
able cohdkioir of a* conquered people, fubjrct' t(6' 
the opprefilon and tyi'inny ot a rhilitary^ go- 
vernmeat, with* Bfitifli fleets directing that pit- 
tance of trade, which thecphqUeror may alloW^ 
you to enjoy 5 and with Britifli forces irfali your' 
capital cities, /Commanding your allegiance to ili€ 
Britifh ftate ? .:.,.:.:/. 

-po you wiih to exchange the mild and equal rule o(^ 
Engliih cufloms and la^nneffy aad yioor. ineihinaiblek reli^i 
glon, for the tyraivny of a foreign' yoke, and the )>loodyt 
fcrperflitlom of poo^ry } Or. if you de|ign to give up. your 
fOr^fent ^joymen^of alithe bieffin&^s of life, for the hor* 
XQn and di^ef^^ of a civil war, and the' fatal confequences^ 
which xnufl infallibly < attend Vourfelves. and' your . Isiteft' 
pbfterity ? Are 'you J^/l refolvpd tp furiender up your] 
reafento the mlfetable foj>hiftry and' gargon of .defign^l 
lag men» and to hazard all xktfh direful mistoi'tiAiea^ rkthet' 
t^ftn be united with your fanethren and ielloW . fjxhjt&s ive- 
Britain ? If ^ch be your dreadful refoltt«ipxipi» . K whoT 
buvc al} that I hold dear and valuable among you, muft con-' 

\ tent myfelf with fliaiing alo|ig with you the calamitbus coni^?. 

^ q^ences of ^omrfienzy, aad* the miferable fate of an .Ame- 

rican ; with this only oonfolatidn, that I have hoiieftly dif^ 
>! c&arged my i^iy in warning you of your dangersy |andend^9t{ 
* toured to pXotywx into tl^haveA or (ecurfty and happinefi«^ 
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